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Robert Langendoerfer, 22, sentenced to 13 years

Admitted gang member sentenced to 13 years for 2008
killing of teen

By Diana Hefley
Herald Writer

EVERETT — The young girl brought markers and a holiday coloring book and held her
mom's hand inside the courtroom.

Britney Galindez, 17, was her big sister.



She watched Friday as the man accused of killing Galindez was sentenced to 13 years
in prison.

Galindez “was loved so much. He had no right to take her from us,” her grandmother
Kathleen Henderson said.

Admitted gang member Robert Langendoerfer, 22, pleaded guilty Monday to first-degree
manslaughter and two counts of intimidating a witness.

Witnesses told police that Galindez was choked, stabbed in the neck with a screwdriver
and then held below the surface of Lake Ballinger. They said Langendoerfer was upset
that Galindez vomited next to him in a car after a night of drinking.

Galindez's body was found floating in the lake several days later in October 2008.

The allegations, made by a trio of admitted gang members, initially prompted
prosecutors to file a first-degree murder charge against Langendoerfer.

Prosecutors on Monday acknowledged problems with the case. They were concerned
that one or more of the witnesses could change their stories at trial and Langendoerfer
would be acquitted.

Two of the three witnesses had fled to Mexico. One remains there, Snohomish County
deputy prosecutor Dave Hiltner told the judge.

“We felt it was important to get a plea,” Hiltner said.
He didn't want to risk the chance that Langendoerfer would be free, the prosecutor said.

Police believe Galindez was a member of a street gang who called themselves Vatos
Locos 13.

Under an agreement, Langendoerfer acknowledged that a jury likely would have held
him responsible for the killing.

He maintained his innocence Friday. His attorney, public defender Sonja Hardenbrook,
told Superior Court Judge Linda Krese that Langendoerfer believed police botched the
investigation. Because of that, Galindez's family will never know what really happened,
Hardenbrook said.

“Robert feels the police and the prosecutor do not care that Britney died and he thinks
that's a tragedy,” Hardenbrook said.

His older sister, Sasha Langendoerfer, also criticized the police investigation. She said
she doesn't believe her brother killed Galindez and that other people who were involved
in the slaying are not being held accountable.

Court documents indicate Robert Langendoerfer has been building his criminal record
since he was a teenager. Up until five years ago, there was no indication of violent
crimes. Instead, court records paint a picture of a teenage boy without a stable home



who developed a problem with alcohol and marijuana. He had run-ins with police over
shoplifting beer, riding in stolen cars and being drunk in public.

In 2004, Langendoerfer was arrested when he and two friends attacked a woman after
breaking into her house. They roughed her up and robbed her of more than $1,000.
Over the next couple years, he was in and out of jail for probation violations, including
failing to get drug treatment and committing other crimes.

His corrections officer in 2006 noted that Langendoerfer was claiming affiliation with
gangs, including the Mexican Mafia. The officer called Langendoerfer a risk to the
community.

In the months leading up to the slaying, Langendoerfer was active with the gang
Florencia 13, police said. The number “13” is tattooed under his right eye.

The 13-year sentence was the top punishment for manslaughter under state sentencing
guidelines. Langendoerfer's prison sentence is similar to what he would have faced if
convicted of second-degree murder. Galindez's family said it's not enough.

“We know he killed her but we had no choice (but) to make a plea bargain,” Henderson
said. “We have no choice but to settle. There is no justice for us. My granddaughter is
gone. He should get a life sentence.”

Loga of the Aryan Circle, one of the largest white
supremacist grounps in the United States,

Report: Texas-born prison gang a growing
threat

White supremacist group likened to Mafia.



By Mike Ward
AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF

Updated: 10:18 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18, 2009

They go by nicknames like Droopy, Radar and Thumper. Members of their governing board
are known as "ugly boys," their regional vice presidents "clowns."

But those names hint at a sense of humor that masks the seriousness of their enterprise.

Members of the Aryan Circle, a Texas-born prison gang that has become one of the fastest-
growing and most dangerous white supremacist groups in the U.S., trade in murder, drug
dealing and stolen property, according to a new report by the Anti-Defamation League, a
human rights organization.

"The Aryan Circle sets itself apart from the other white supremacist groups by running a
profit-driven and often-violent criminal enterprise, both in the prison system and on the
streets," Dena Marks, a Houston-based associate director for the Anti-Defamation League,
said in a statement.

John Moriarty, inspector general of the Texas prison system , where the Aryan Circle was
born in 1985, compared the group to the Mafia: "If anyone doesn't believe these people
aren't as dangerous as the traditional mob, they're crazy."

According to the report, many of the group's estimated 1,400 U.S. members are
concentrated in Texas — in an arc that goes from Wichita Falls to Fort Worth to Waco to
Austin to San Antonio to San Angelo.

Many Aryan Circle members have service or manual labor jobs, and many work in the oil
fields, the report states.

Recently, Aryan Circle members were accused of stealing Ford pickups and taking them to
Brownsville, where a Mexican crime group allegedly picked them up.

Two months ago, Aryan Circle members were among 47 people arrested in San Angelo on
federal and state charges in an anti-gang crackdown.

Among the 33 confirmed gang members who were busted were members of eight other
active Texas gangs — many of whom the Aryan Circle would not associate with in prison
because of gang rivalries.

"It comes down to drugs and money, like it usually has," said Homer Burson, a prison
investigator who specializes in tracking gangs and security-threat groups. "Once they get out
and get together having meetings, it's a whole collection of different criminals — burglars,
people doing time for robbery, drugs, homicides — that get together in this criminal
organization."

Mark Pitcavage, an investigative researcher for the Anti-Defamation League in Ohio, said the
pace of the group's growth is alarming; membership has increased about 50 percent in



prisons during the past decade. The Aryan Circle now reaches into Arkansas, Colorado,
Indiana, Louisiana, North Carolina, Tennessee and Wisconsin, according to the report.

By 2008, there were 780 "confirmed" members in Texas prisons, up from 500 to 600 a few
years before, according to the report. More than 150 additional members are in federal
prisons.

Unlike other prison gangs, the Aryan Circle admits women, and authorities said that practice
recently gave rise to friction between various segments of the organization after a female
member was put in charge of supervising men.

"Organized criminal activity ranges from methamphetamine production and distribution to a
variety of theft rings," the report states.

"As is also the case with its rival gang, the Texas Aryan Brotherhood, a number of arrests for
methamphetamine production or sales have been 'hotel busts," in which the perpetrators rent
a hotel room at an inexpensive hotel and use the room to cook and/or sell meth."

Case in point is a bust in Round Rock: George Steven Owen — identified by police as an
Aryan Circle member — was arrested in a room containing marijuana, meth and chemicals
to make meth. In late 2005, Owen was sentenced to 40 years in prison.

Josue Orozco, 17, alleged gang member

By Shaun Bishop

Daily News Staff Writer



A San Mateo County jury deadlocked Monday on whethetegager accused of
committing a gang-related killing in 2005 at age 14 is guiltgnafder.

Jurors deliberated for six days before announcing Mondgycthed not reach a verdict on a
single charge of murder against Josue Orozco, the yourggssinpn county history to be
charged as an adult with murder.

Superior Court Judge Barbara Mallach declared a mistréht@d attorneys to return Jan. 12 so
prosecutors can announce whether they intend to re-tc@roow 19.

Prosecutors contended that Orozco emerged from a Badwood City on July 12, 2005, and
shot 21-year-old Francisco Rodriguez in the back of the reeRbdriguez tried to run away.

Orozco testified during the trial that he only confesseth¢ crime because the actual shooter, an
older Sureno gang member, forced him to take the blame.

The eight-man, four-woman jury split 7-5 in favor of a tyierdict, Assistant District Attorney
Karen Guidotti said. Jurors acknowledged outside of courtdisagreed over who was
responsible for the shooting, she said.

Guidotti said it's too early to say whether the distttdrney's office will re-try Orozco for
murder, though it won't re-try him on lesser chargesz€ravas charged with first-degree
murder with the special allegations of furthering the &@ats/of a street gang and using a firearm
to cause great bodily injury.

"Ethically, we have to go with the evidence we have, amgtibelieve the evidence is that he's
the shooter, then that's how we'll proceed, unless we twdearn something factually different,”
Guidotti said. "We wouldn't switch the theory of the dassomething that we didn't believe
happened to appease a jury."

The trial was delayed in part because of Orozco's headiaidsigg escape from the county's
Youth Services Center on Feb. 14, 2008, as he awaitedfithl the help of two fellow wards,
he scaled a 15-foot recreation yard wall and climbed thraugble in a perimeter fence.

Orozco was at large for seven months before authotiieked him to San Antonio, Texas, and
arrested him.

Throughout three weeks of testimony, Deputy District Attgrdwesh Stauffer tried to prove that
Orozco was a member of the Sureno street gang who madgurada casualty of a war
between two gangs on the streets of Redwood City.

Prosecutors said Orozco stepped out of a car carrying®tinenos and shot Rodriguez, a former
Norteno, once in the head in front of his apartment ofaPdwenue in retaliation for some sort
of disrespect that had occurred between the two gangs.

Orozco testified he was in the car and that an oldegr$®, Faustino Ayala, 20 at the time, got out
and shot Rodriguez.



Defense attorney Raymond Buenaventura portrayed Orohwogees by the nickname "Ojitos,"
as a shy, quiet boy with a low IQ who was pressured akiog the blame for Ayala.

Prosecutors say Ayala was the driver of the car,heoshooter. Ayala was convicted of second-
degree murder last year and is serving a prison term yéa@ to life. Three other boys who
prosecutors say were in the car, including Orozco's yalbrgéher, were convicted in juvenile
court.

Orozco, who testified he hung out with Surenos but was r@erember of the gang, said he
escaped from the Youth Services Center because he waktefraould be killed if he said at
trial that Ayala was the shooter.

"Bad things can happen to you and your family if you snitBagnaventura told the jury during
closing arguments. "My client's a dead man."

Stauffer said Ayala could not have been the short, slshogter that witnesses described.

Orozco will remain in county jail while prosecutors idiecwhether to re-try the case, Guidotti
said.

Manuel de Jesus Rosas, 23

Suspect to be charged in 2005 Watsonville gang slay  ing

By Jennifer Squires - Santa Cruz Sentinel
Posted: 12/03/2009 06:18:22 PM PST




Updated: 12/03/2009 06:19:28 PM PST

SANTA CRUZ - A gang member suspected of shooting two teewsatsonville -

killing one of them - then eluding authorities for mdrar four years will face charges of
murder and attempted murder, possibly as soon as Fridayadte the District

Attorney's Office announced Thursday.

Manuel de Jesus Rosas, now 23, has long been a persteredtim the slaying of
Wayne Minten, 18, on May 13, 2005, but Rosas fled shortly tifeefatal shooting and
Watsonville police detectives didn't have enough evidendesigam to seek a warrant.
So Rosas was in the wind.

That is, until two months ago when he was stopped fddegs driving in South Carolina
and an old Santa Cruz County warrant for allegedly havimgndgun in a car popped up,
according to assistant district attorney Rob Wade.

That set off a chain of events that brought Rosak tta8anta Cruz County.
Watsonville police Sgt. Saul Gonzalez said Minten's motbamian Duron, called them
in early October after she heard through the grapevinghatnly person ever publicly
tied to her son's death had been arrested.

"Ever since the murder we have been looking for him amavere unsuccessful,”
Gonzalez said, adding that Duron was pleased that Raddsekn found.

Duron could not be reached to comment Thursday.
Rosas is suspected of gunning down Minten and his cousinlThdine teens had been
at E.A. Hall Middle School and were returning homedmmner when someone - police

suspect Rosas - opened fire.

"The evidence would indicate that there were other pegiptemay have been involved,”
Wade said, adding that there has been no progress tifya@nthose suspects.

A maroon sport utility vehicle was seen leaving the dPedéice seized the SUV, which
belonged to Rosas, in the days after the fatal sho@aagrding to police.

"He has been at-large since then," Wade said.
It's not uncommon to make an arrest in a violent caaesyafter the crime occurred,
Gonzalez said. He added that gang members sometimeshadikae give up the

investigation after the suspects flee town, but thaasiseamption is simply untrue.

"It doesn't stop,” Gonzalez said. "We continue to putisem and we get tips."



Rosas, who police suspect had fled the state and posbtpunty after the shooting,
was booked into Ridgeland Jail in Ridgeland, S.C., earl@cn6 and ordered to serve a
30-day sentence there, according to jail records.

During that time, Watsonville police detectives travete@outh Carolina to talk with
Rosas, which Gonzalez said helped with the investigatibriwasn't the only thing that
led us to be able to charge him."

Both Gonzalez and Wade declined to say what developed thatitmzossible to charge
him with murder.

"It's a number of things that were involved in it, bath't really talk about the facts of it
at this point," Wade said.

Gonzalez said the shooting was gang-related and that Rasas Watsonville gang
member. Since his death, Minten's family has said he wasalved in gangs but
Gonzalez said Thursday the teen was a "gang associate."

Rosas will be in court Friday to be arraigned on chaof@surder, attempted murder and
gang allegations, Wade said. He faces life in prisoaniicted.
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Accused Redwood City murderer, 14 at time of shooti
says older gang member fired fatal shot

By Shaun Bishop
Daily News Staff Writer

Posted: 12/02/2009 12:49:49 AM PST
Updated: 12/02/2009 12:49:51 AM PST

ng,



Mumbling and speaking softly, the 19-year-old man accuse®00a gang-related
murder in Redwood City testified Tuesday that he escapedl jirvenile hall while
awaiting trial because he feared he could be killed iEkgfied against an older gang
membeg

Josue Orozco repeatedly denied a San Mateo County proseassersons that he
emerged from a car carrying several Sureno gang memb@étdyoh2, 2005, and killed
Francisco Rodriguez, 21, with a single gunshot to the head.

Orozco insisted that Faustino Ayala, an older Sureng gember who prosecutors
contend drove the car, was the shooter and forced hiakéahe blame. Only 14 years
old at the time of the shooting, Orozco is the youngesopen county history to be
charged as an adult with murder.

Speaking in a soft monotone as his defense attorneyndta/Buenaventura, questioned
him, Orozco said he escaped from the county's Youth Servargein Valentine's Day
2008 because he was afraid to go to trial and say that Agaldahe shooter. Authorities
arrested Orozco in Texas seven months after his highlygmdali escape.

"What's going to happen if you testify that Faustino Ayadétie killing?" Buenaventura
asked.

"l get killed,"” Orozco replied.

The attorneys' closing arguments are expected to be Enatdgy in Orozco's murder
trial. Prosecutors contend Orozco is a Sureno gang memhmioeshot Rodriguez, a
former Norteno gang member, in retaliation for some kihdisrespect that occurred
between the two groups. He faces life in prison withbetossibility of parole if
convicted.

Orozco testified for about five hours Tuesday, neaxpyressionless as Deputy District
Attorney Josh Stauffer peppered him with questions.

Stauffer repeatedly asked Orozco if he was a Sureno aahdiene Orozco denied he
was ever a member of the gang.

Stauffer showed the jury photos of Orozco wearing a l#lte Which experts say is a
Sureno color, with an "S" symbol on the buckle. Tak bad three dots on it, which
experts say is a reference to the number 13, which Suassosiate with.

"That's all Sureno-type clothing, right?" Stauffer asked.

"Yeah, but that doesn't mean I'm a Sureno," Orozcoesphrozco, who goes by the
nickname "Qjitos," said he hung out with Surenos agrée up in Redwood City.



The day of the homicide, Orozco said he got into avithr Ayala and other Surenos
thinking they were going to Half Moon Bay.

As the group drove around Redwood City, they saw Rodriguedistpoutside his
apartment complex on Poplar Avenue, Orozco testified.

"Francisco raised his hand like he wanted to fight, bukept going," Orozco said.

As they circled back around the block, Orozco said, Agateout of the back seat and a
shot rang out, though Orozco said he didn't see Rodriguez fal

After the shooting, Orozco said, he told Ayala he watwddrn himself in "because |
don't want to be a part of that." But Orozco said Ayafased to let him surrender and
told him to confess to the crime if they were arresttlsaid the group drove to Half
Moon Bay and back, then returned to Half Moon Bay e&dymorning of July 13, when
they were pulled over and arrested.

During his escape from the Youth Services Center ndandyg years later, Orozco said
he used wire cutters he had taken from the old juvenileédaiit a hole in an exterior
fence. He said he took a train to San Jose, then hinehdo drive him to Texas.

Stauffer grilled Orozco about a recent phone call he rfradejail on Nov. 23 to Aide
Romero, Ayala's girlfriend at the time of the shootiwhp was scheduled to testify the
next day, on Nov. 24. Orozco told Romero, "You justtbay that (expletive) told me to
take the blame," Stauffer said, reading from a transcfifite call.

"You know trying to change the testimony of a witnessrsng, right? And that's what
you tried to do," Stauffer said.

"I tried to see if she knew the truth," Orozco said.
Speaking outside of court, Ayala's sister, Rosalbaaydisputed Orozco's assertion that
he might be harmed if he testified that Ayala comeditthe killing. Ayala was convicted

of second-degree murder in a trial last year and is sed@ngars to life in prison.

"No one could have that much power to say, 'Do this to' hikyala said.



Deondre Bird, 34

Man goes on trial today in 1995 shooting death of Ann

Arbor teenager
Posted: 6:03 a.m. Today

18 Comments. Comment Now
Deondre Byrd , long suspected in a rival gang shooting that left a 16-year-old girl dead on
Ann Arbor's south side in 1995, will go on trial today in that case.

Byrd, 34, is also awaiting trial in federal court in the shooting deaths of an Ypsilanti Township
woman, her boyfriend and 14-year-old son in 2001.

Tamara Stewart , 16, of Ann Arbor was attending a barbecue on Ann Arbor's south side in
July 1995 when she was killed by a stray bullet during a shoot-out that police say was
spurred by a feud between two gangs.

Police have said the feud involved Byrd and William "Chuck" Taylor. Both men were
charged, but the cases were dismissed when witnesses refused to testify, saying they were
too scared. Taylor was shot to death in an unrelated case at an Ann Arbor hotel in 2002.

Three other men also were charged; two were convicted, and one was acquitted.

The case was revived last year after one of the men who was convicted - 33-year-old Emilio
Vasquez - won the right to a new trial on appeal.



Before his second trial got under way, Vasquez pleaded guilty to second-degree murder and
admitted he fired a handgun in Stewart's direction that night. Vasquez, who was sentenced
to 10 to 20 years in prison, also agreed to testify in any cases that arose from Stewart's
death.

Byrd, who faces one count of open murder in Stewart's death, is scheduled for a jury trial this
morning in Washtenaw Circuit Court before Judge Archie Brown. If convicted, he faces up to
life in prison.
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By Kevin Amerman
OF THE MORNING CALL
November 20, 2009
The two mothers sat at opposite ends of the courtroomhlirsday. Both wept.

One lost her son to gang members who gunned him down, naging him for a gang rival.
The other lost her son to the street. And now to prison.

The gang member whose blast took the life of 22-year-old Jmy L. Ortiz on May 10, 2008,
begged the Lehigh County judge for mercy before she semced him for third-degree
murder.

Brandon Anthony Figueroa, 19, admitted he shot Ortiz, a mstake that forever changed the
lives of both mothers' families.

"Because of the choices I've made over the years, a youngmlost his life and because of
that two families have suffered,” said Figueroa, a maber of the Bloods-affiliated Brims
gang. "Please know that the tragic mistake | made that nigt, every day | wish | could take
it back."

Figueroa shot Ortiz in the neck on orders from a gangelader who believed Ortiz was a rival
gangster because he was wearing the other gang's colors. Butiz, the father of a now 5-



year-old boy, was at 446 N. Ninth St. in Allentown to celebta his brother's graduation
from Moravian College.

Figueroa asked Judge Maria L. Dantos for leniency, sayinige only killed Ortiz because he
was afraid if he didn't, gang members would kill him.

But she gave him the maximum -- 20 to 40 years in state pois.

"You ask me for mercy, yet you showed none," Dantos saiddYou took aim at an innocent
man who happened to be wearing a green shirt and you hit yomark."

Another Brim, 30-year-old Tariq Q. Bailey, who stood with kgueroa and shot at Ortiz but
missed, was ordered Thursday to serve 17 to 40 years.

Figueroa and Bailey pleaded guilty to third-degree murdeiin October after testifying
against Tahreel Townsend, 21, the gang leader who orderecetiit and was convicted of
first-degree murder. Townsend is serving a life term.

"All of you are spineless, cowardly punks," Dantos said
Bailey claims he intentionally missed Ortiz because réidn't want to shoot him.

"In my heart, | knew it was wrong because | have a sotoo, and | would never want him to
die like this," he said, noting Brims have put out &it on him and family members for his
testifying against Townsend.

Lawyers for both men noted they lacked significant male e models, which contributed to
them joining the gang. But Ortiz's mother, Carmen Torres,didn't want to hear it. She
raised three children by herself and made sure they stagleout of gangs.

"Where were your parents while you were playing gang gameand hurting other people?"
Torres asked Figueroa. "At age 13 you became a gang membethat's disgusting."

Torres said her son was two weeks away from graduatingdm a trade school when he was
gunned down, and had dreams of owning a construction compgnShe said he lost sight in
his his right eye to glaucoma around age 20 but didn't stoworking and going to school.

"I miss everything about him," she said, pausing to collet herself while other spectators
cried.

Bailey and Figueroa said the shooting was ordered to get rawge for the May 2008 slaying
of 17-year-old Davine Law. Figueroa said Law was a membef a group called the Goonies,
which had ties to the Brims.

Figueroa's mother, Theresa Figueroa, sobbed as sheddpgized to Ortiz's family.

"As a parent, you pray your children will make the right choices," she said. "l pray one day
you'll find it in your hearts to forgive my child because hewas a victim of circumstance."
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Member of Avenues gang sentenced in girl's
murder
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Teen Girl Dies 2 Weeks After Cicero Shooting

Sun-Times Media Wire

Nov 5, 2009 12:37 pm US/Central

CICERO, lll. A Morton West High School student died early Thursday, more than
two weeks after an Oct. 21 shooting that killed a man sitting alongside her
in a car in west suburban Cicero.

Jya Acevedo, 17, of 3149 S. May St. in Chicago was in a Lincoln Town Car
at 1611 S. 55th Ct. on Oct. 21 when she was shot in the face. She was on
life support and in a coma following the shooting, and her family chose to
disconnect life support Wednesday night, Cicero spokesman Elio
Montenegro said.



Acevedo was pronounced dead at Mount Sinai Hospital at 1:05 a.m.
Thursday, according to the Cook County Medical Examiner's office.

Horacio Mendoza, 18, of 1612 S. 55th Ct. in Cicero was also killed in the
shooting. He was pronounced dead at 10:30 p.m. Oct. 21 at Loretto
Hospital, according to the medical examiner's office.

Montenegro said the incident occurred at 9:45 p.m. on Oct. 21 at the 55th
Court address. The two were sitting inside the vehicle when they were shot
by an unknown gunman.

Acevedo was a "good student" at Morton West in Berwyn, Montenegro
said. She was not involved in gangs or criminal activity, but may have been
"hanging out with the wrong people," he said.

Montenegro could not confirm whether Mendoza was the intended target
or whether he was involved in any suspicious acitivity, but said Cicero
police are looking for a "person of interest" in the double murder, which
remains under investigation.
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Teen Charged With Murder In Slaying of D.C. Woman
By Theola Labbé-DeBose

Washington Post Staff Writer

Wednesday, September 2, 2009

In the four months that Deborah Ann Brown had been mag&ewylattes and counting out
Munchkins at a Dunkin' Donuts store in Northwest Washingtba,became known as the slight,
cheerful, generous woman whose personality made others smile

"If someone was hungry, she would bring in food for tHesaid colleague Genean Mathews.
"She was a beautiful lady."

Brown, 48, got to work at 7 a.m. Saturday and finisheba2 p.m. That night about 9:30, she
was walking just a few steps away from the doughnut stotbei2900 block of 14th Street NW,
when police said a teenager with a gun riding a bicyuéted a perceived enemy across the
street. He fired, and Brown was caught in the crassitween two rival gang members, police
said.

Devonte Carlton, 17, of the 1400 block of Girard Street N&8 arrested Tuesday and charged
with first-degree murder in Brown's killing. D.C. poli€hief Cathy L. Lanier said that Carlton
was a member of a gang known as the Girard Street oré\@-Rod," and that officers and



homicide detectives closed the case quickly because "nuevibossses came forward. Lanier
praised their bravery at a news conference with MayoAdM. Fenty (D).

"We're not going to wait for the retaliation to stattdhier said of the speedy arrest. "The
message is clear: Don't come to Washington, D.C., amkl ybu're going to get away with a
homicide."

The fatal shooting on a summer evening is the latest epidad@ence along the busy
commercial corridor in the heart of Columbia Heights. &lliwith a Target store and other shops
takes up a long city block, and the sidewalks are jamniddp@destrians. But random violence
has repeatedly shattered the calm. The Saturday shootnged a block away from the Target.

In June, two teens from rival gangs opened fire at terGbia Heights Metro station, and a 19-
year-old man was wounded. Devyn Black, 19, was chargechssiult.

Lanier said that detectives working on the gang problenolarfibia Heights try to keep up with
the feuds and slights and that detectives follow up on stgsogven when no one is killed "to
keep it from happening,” Lanier said.

Police did not say what Carlton's dispute was about butlsaideefs generally are petty.

With the city's homicide rate down 25 percent compared witly&es, Fenty said Tuesday that it
is rare for bystanders to be killed randomly. In mostances, the victim and the assailant are
known to each other.

But in Brown's case, Fenty said, "she was an innocetibrwi

Jose “Boom Bat” Negrete, 27, sentenced to 80 years

Eighty year sentence for Negrete
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TRENTON - Minutes after Latin King leader Jose "Boom'"Béggrete issued a rambling
indictment on society and blamed his victims for their dwaths, a judge sentenced him to
spend the next 80 years behind bars for ordering the murderif'Qateen” Jeri Lynn Dotson
and another gang underling in 2004.

Meting out the harshest punishment she could, Superior Cogre Datlene Pereksta on
Tuesday called the 27-year-old gang kingpin a bully and a dofi@adispatching a group of
young men to execute Dotson and Alex Ruiz, who survived.

"You had power over people weaker than you and you abused thattpav@enmit crimes, to
kill," Pereksta said.

Dressed in a tan prison jumpsuit and shackles, hiddmgjrand shaggy, Negrete cut a decidedly
less impressive figure than the suited, clean shaven ingdrojected during the course of his
trial four months ago. He remained, however, recalcitatiie end; smirking and shaking his
head throughout much of the sentencing.

When given a chance to speak -- an opportunity many defisnidde to apologize to their
victims' families -- Negrete instead blamed DotsonRuit for joining the Latin Kings.

"You call them victims, but the reality is we were ahg members," Negrete said. "They chose
that lifestyle, just like | chose to live it."

He also blamed society for allowing gangs to prolifecaieity streets.

"You say gangs are this and gangs are that, but whgtbareéoing to stop them?" Negrete asked,
directing his comments to Assistant Prosecutor ThomastM#idu take everything away from
us and we have nothing left but the streets."

In trial testimony, members of Negrete's gang said tered them to kill Ruiz, 25, because his
defection from a rival gang sparked a street war. Ruzved a near-strangulation on Aug. 30,
2004. Dotson, a 23-year old mother of two toddlers, was excauther home hours later
because she had witnessed gang members lure Ruiz from hertheyrestified.

4 charged with attempted murder of Chicago cop
Suspects mistook officer for gang rival, police sou rce says

By Annie Sweeney and Antonio Olivo Tribune reporters

August 31, 2009

Four men were charged Sunday with allegedly trying taakilbff-duty Chicago police officer in
a Southwest Side shooting that one police source said emipéedthey mistook the gang-
enforcement officer for a gang rival.

The officer -- whonChicago Police Departmeafficials declined to identify -- was driving
home about 3 a.m. Thursday through a sectidnté Village carved up as turf by the Latin
Kings and Two-Sixers, rival gangs that have been figlitordpminate the local drug trade for
decades.

The officer, who was wearing a jersey-type shirt dusrpolice uniform, sensed he was being



followed by a car with four people inside, the source said.

The men -- Fernando Lopez, 20, Jose Huerta, 21, Fernandalénnl9, and Jesus Rios, 20 --
are reputed members of the Latin Kings who were out togevan earlier shooting, the source
said.

A police spokesman Sunday would not confirm whether the shostisggang-related.

The officer tried to evade the men's car, driving sé\mdoaks until he finally pulled onto Pulaski
Road at 26th Street, the source said.

There, he made a quick U-turn in the street, and thagzgn followed right behind him as the
officer headed toward the Police Department's Ogden DRistaton on West Ogden Avenue, the
Cook County state's attorney's office said during a Ebmart hearing Sunday.

At that point, the officer dialed 911 for help -- twicebut the gang members allegedly
accelerated and pulled up next to the officer on 26th Street.

Lopez pointed a handgun at the officer and fired seséats, striking the car, the state's
attorney's office said. One bullet narrowly misseddtfieer's head, the source said. The officer
returned fire with his service revolver and chased themidrhe lost sight of it, officials said.

Harrison Area detectives found the car Friday and evénmabsted all four men.

Lopez was held Sunday without bail. Rios and Gonzalez netceon $350,000 bail, while
Huerta was held on $300,000 bail.

The men, scheduled to appear again in court Mondayaaheokarged with attempted first-
degree murder and attempted first-degree murder of a pdiicerof

The head of the gang-enforcement unit called the shootingbledrout gave the officer credit
for his reaction.

"The hunter became the hunted,” Cmdr. Leo Schmitz $a@handled it really well. He tried to
evade. He dialed 911. He had the presence of mind to geirhizugjand fire back.”

Schmitz said initial reports were unclear about whetheoftiier was targeted for being a police
officer. He said Harrison Area detectives and fellowgganforcement officers worked two days
straight on the case.

No matter the reason why the officer was shot at,litllkely impact how he does his work now,
Schmitz said.

"An officer became the victim he goes out and helps every Haysaid. "It goes full circle."



Marcus White, 22, sentenced to 70 years.

Man in gang beating gets 70 years in prison

By Adriana M. Chavez / El Paso Times
Posted: 08/22/2009 12:00:00 AM MDT

EL PASO -- Jurors took two hours to convict Marcus White ofdar. On Friday, they
took another two hours to sentence him to 70 years in prison.

White, 22, will be eligible for parole in 30 years.

A reputed gang member, he was convicted in the beating ded#ienitin Ray
Rodriguez, 19. The violence occurred after an argument olée'¥/advances toward a
woman.

After White's sentence was announced, many of his friendgamily members wept.
Several of them stepped out of the courtroom to cry; sodas echoing through the
hallway.

"The punishment is too brutal for the young man," said 8iincle, Herman White. "
stand by my nephew, and we send our condolences to thdathby."

Rodriguez's mother, sister and father were quickly whiskeaf the courthouse by
security personnel. They declined to comment.

So did White's attorney, Cesar Lozano. Assistant Disdtiorney Jim Callan said jurors
"reached a very just verdict."

On Friday during the sentencing phase of White's trial, Rogelzlgunother, Leticia Rosa
Rodriguez, took the stand and described her only son's aisbments. He was a Boy
Scout who sang in his church choir and played guitathByime he graduated from
Parkland High School, he already had 12 college cradié@slanned to attend UTEP to
study computer science and engineering.

Rodriguez beamed with pride while talking about her son, benvasked how much she
loved him, she broke down in tears.



"Wholeheartedly | love my son," she said.

White's mother, Sandy White, also testified. She beggedsjtoayive her son a second
chance so that he could be with his family, especiafly2hyear-old daughter.

White described her son as a good student who loved arsathke had planned to
move to Dallas to attend art school and live with atkdr. The party he was at on Jan. 6,
2008, the morning Rodriguez died, was his going-away party.

"He's my everything," Sandy White said. "My son is m&t dnly one involved in this,
and he can't be the only one held responsible for thmnet

During closing arguments, Lozano asked jurors to sentere W& five to 30 years in
prison.

"Yes, he did a bad thing, but he's not an animal. He'sul@tuman," Lozano said. "He
made a horrible, horrible, horrible mistake."

Callan, however, told jurors that White had alreadgnexd second chances.

At the time of Rodriguez's death, White was serving feary of probation for
assaulting a boy in the emergency waiting room of Procelétospital in 2006.

White pleaded guilty in 2005 to damaging the car of a Bowgghhichool assistant
principal during a brawl outside an Andress-Bowie footbathg. He received two years
of probation in that case.

Callan told jurors White deserved life in prison. He 3&fite and the Hated By Many
street gang he ran with were menaces.

"These gangs are living and breathing organisms. You carffaist leead, and the scary
thing is it grows right back," Callan said. "We needdndsa message. | have a feeling
that it will fall on deaf ears, but | still think we @id try."

Four other men were also charged with murder in Rodrigueath.dehey are Antoine
Baker, 18; Sabourin James Templeton, 21; Jory Jermaines3dBe and Michael
Romero, 23.

Baker pleaded guilty in January and was sentenced tgdaes in prison. Trials for
Templeton, Babers and Romero have not been scheduled.
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Eric Sanford, 21, alleged Deuce 8 leader
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Tearful gang member claims he's victim of bad

reputation
In a win for anti-gang police effort, alleged Deuce 8 leader sentenced to four-year
prison term

By LEVI PULKKINEN
SEATTLEPI.COM STAFF

At 21, Eric Sanford is a felon, a son of the Central District and an unrepentant gang
member.

On Thursday, Sanford was a young man crying as he told a U.S. District Court judge he
wasn't much more than a guy caught with a gun and a bad reputation.

Beyond that, it depends on whose word one believes.

"l am a member of a gang, and | was carrying a firearm illegally, but I'm no gang leader,"
Sanford said in the Seattle courtroom, his voice shaking. "I'm not ruined by this. | want to
be a better person. I'm trying all the time."

To federal prosecutors, Sanford is a headman with the Deuce 8 -- a Central District gang
now well into its second generation -- an unrepentant member who waited across the
street from a Seattle high school to recruit children, and a man who enjoyed threatening
members of a rival gang prior to his Nov. 15 arrest.

Sanford's federal prosecution marked an early shot against Seattle-area street gangs
from an inter-jurisdictional anti-gang team, the Puget Sound Violent Crimes Task Force.
The effort's stated aim is to reduce gang violence currently claiming the lives of teens
and young men in South Seattle and neighboring suburbs.

Charged federally, Sanford and other alleged gang members indicted through the effort
face substantially longer sentences than they would have received in state court.
Sanford was sentenced Thursday to a four-year term.

At the time of his arrest, as now, the Deuce 8 was engaged in a shooting fight with the
Low Profiles, a smaller breakaway set made up primarily of former Deuce 8 members.
As Assistant U.S. Attorney Vince Lombardi Jr. described it Thursday, the men and boys
of the gangs had reduced the Central District neighborhood in which most were raised to
a "warzone."

Addressing the court, Lombardi referred to a rap video posted to Sanford's
Myspace.com profile in which Sanford threatens the Low Profiles. In addition to photos
of Sanford holding pistols -- in apparent violation of gun laws barring felons from
possessing firearms -- the site included memorials to 15-year-old Quincy Coleman, slain
Halloween eve near Garfield High School, and Allen Joplin, a 17-year-old shot to death
in lower Queen Anne. Requesting that Sanford receive a five-year prison term, Lombardi
noted that video of a Friday morning shooting at the King County Youth Services Center
shows two groups of young men exchanging gang signs prior to shots being fired.



"What the defendant calls posturing leads to these shootings," Lombardi said. The Youth
Services shooting, he added, "all started with people throwing signs, and it escalated to
someone getting their gun.”

The common refrain Thursday from those asking that Sanford receive a reduced
sentence was that Lombardi, the anti-gang taskforce and the media had
mischaracterized the young man.

Noting that his client has no violent felony convictions, federal public defender Peter
Avenia said the prosecution had "gone out of its way to demonize" Sanford. A felony
drug conviction and several lower level offenses, Avenia argued, were not the record of
a gang leader.

Also asking for leniency was Sanford's 25-year-old sister, who took over guardianship of
her brother and four other siblings shortly after her 18th birthday. Sanford's mother,
according to defense filings to the court, had been largely out of her children's lives due
to her crack cocaine addiction.

Addressing the court, she said her brother wanted to make life better for his family,
mowing lawns and collecting cans to make money for the family as a child. Ultimately,
she said, her brother chose the wrong path.

"I'm in no way saying that my brother is an angel. None of us are," she said. "l don't want
him to be know as the menace to society as the news and this attorney have portrayed
him."

In court documents, Sanford's attorney also took issue with a story, told in January to
former Seattle Post-Intelligencer reporter Claudia Rowe, of Sanford recruiting Garfield
High School students into the gang.

Sanford, Garfield High School Principal Ted Howard said, waited across the street from
the Central District campus. Confronted by Howard, Sanford told the principal, "When
your kids cross the street, they're mine."

Sanford's supporters dispute the allegation, and, in a letter to the court, Sanford himself
asserted that the paper "created countless lies and made up stories." A recounting of
Sanford's jail phone calls, though, appears to contradict those assertions.

In a call from the Federal Detention Center at SeaTac, Sanford complained that he did
not claim the children as his, FBI Special Agent David Thorp said in court documents.
The recipient of the call corrected Sanford, noting that Sanford told Howard that he was
"OSC" -- Deuce 8 slang meaning out seeking crime -- and later joked about the
conversation.

Addressing U.S. District Judge John C. Coughenour, Lombardi acknowledged Avenia's
assertion that Sanford was targeted for his membership in Deuce 8. Getting an armed
gang member off the street, he said, was the point.

As to Sanford's alleged leadership role, Lombardi said Sanford claims remain instructive.

"l don't know if Mr. Sanford is a leader of the Deuce 8 -- I'm not a member of Deuce 8,"
Lombardi said. "l do know that Mr. Sanford has held himself as a leader of the Deuce 8."



In addition to the four-year prison term, Coughenour sentenced Sanford to three years of
supervision following his release from prison. Sanford pleaded guilty in April to a single
charge of felon in possession of a firearm.

Westbury teen arrested Iin fatal
stabbing

August 21, 2009
By ANDREW STRICKLER AND MATTHEW CHAYES

( - with murder in the death of a 16-year-old
earlier this month is a gang member who was among a group who called the victim “"the enemy"
before stabbing him to death, Nassau police said.

Cristian Sandoval, 17, of Westbury, was arrested Friday morning and charged with second-
degree murder. He pleaded not guilty at his arraignment in First District Court in Hempstead and
was held without bail.

Zack Rosales, 16, of Westbury, was walking from the movies with a friend on the night of Aug. 7,
police said. As they reached the corner of Cross and Nassau streets in Westbury, they were
confronted by about eight people, including Sandoval.

At some point, someone in the group yelled out a Spanish slang word for "enemy," said Det. Lt.
John Azzata, before two from the group chased the pair down Nassau Street.

Rosales was cornered near a home. One suspect beat Rosales with a belt while Sandoval
attacked him with a knife, police said.

As his friend tried to chase the attackers off with a tree branch, Rosales was stabbed several
times in the head and torso, according to police and the criminal complaint against Sandoval.

Rosales was taken by a second friend to Winthrop-University Hospital in Mineola and died shortly
before midnight.

"Mr. Sandoval, to our belief, is a member of the MS-13 gang," Azzata said. "We have no
knowledge of Mr. Rosales being a member of any gang.”

Azzata said he did not know why the group might have seen Rosales as an enemy.



The older of Rosales' two brothers, Marcelino Rosales, 28, a construction supervisor, described
him as a happy-go-lucky teen who spent most of his time among his many cousins and other

relatives.

"He was a well-mannered young man, very close-knit with the family," he said. "He didn't have a
lot of qualms or worries.”

Rosales said his brother, an incoming 11th-grader at Westbury High School, had never had any
trouble with gangs before, and no one in the family knew Sandoval.

"This group just started antagonizing him, picking on him. He was just in the wrong place at the
wrong time," he said.

There was no answer at Sandoval's home Friday. Sandoval has no prior criminal record.

Police said the investigation is ongoing and detectives are searching for other suspects.

Reputed Joliet gang member gets 45 years in
slaying

Robert Meza drove associate who fired gun, authorities say

Chicago Tribune staff report

August 20, 2009

A reputed Joliet gang member was sentenced Wednesday to 45 years in prison for
driving an armed associate into enemy gang territory, leading to the fatal shooting of a
Berkeley man.

A DuPage County jury last month convicted Robert Meza, 22, of first-degree murder for
driving Antonio Aguilar, 20, of Addison early Sept. 15, 2007, authorities said.

The two tried to enter an apartment in the 300 block of Dale Drive in Addison, and when
they found the door locked, Aguilar fired a gun through an apartment window, striking

Lorenzo Salazar-Cortez, 22, officials said.

Salazar-Cortez, who police said wasn't a gang member and didn't know he was in gang



territory, was shot four times and died.
Aguilar has been charged with murder and is awaiting trial.

Meza's attorney, John Paul Carroll, noted that his client did not fire the gun and argued
that Meza had changed while spending nearly 700 days in jail since his arrest.

"To just take his life, crumple it up and throw it in the trash can is not the answer," he
said.

Sgt. Vidal Sipe, with the Hickory Police Dept., dis@ssgang signs

Is the Hickory area turning into another gangland?

By Richard Gould | Hickory Daily Record
Published: August 16, 2009

Solution? Work together, authorities say - The Bloods, the Crips and Surenos 13 are just
three of multiple gangs the Hickory Police Department's Street Crimes Interdiction Unit
has encountered in Hickory.

Some gangs have bases of operation in the city or Catawba County. Others have
encountered law enforcement as they pass through the area.

Eight local law enforcement agencies are working in cooperation to keep tabs on their
activities and membership.

"The only solution we've got to get on top of this situation is to all work together,"
Catawba Police Chief Cecil Cook said.



There are gangs in Hickory and the county, said Sgt. Vidal Sipe of the Street Crimes
Interdiction Unit, and people should be aware of the situation and their surroundings, but
they should not live in fear.

"I'd say Catawba County is a safe place to live," Sipe said. "No matter where you live,
there's going to be crime.”

According to North Carolina law, a "criminal street gang" is any ongoing organization,
association or group of three or more people for whom committing criminal acts is one of
its primary activities with a common name or common identifying sign, colors or
symbols.

The commission of criminal acts is the core of the state's definition of a gang.

It's not uncommon to see gang graffiti in Hickory related to notoriously violent gangs that
had their beginnings in Los Angeles, but "I don't think there's any kind of connection
between the L.A. gangs and Hickory," Sipe said.

Hickory police Chief Tom Adkins said one reason for increased gang activity in Hickory
and Catawba County is that Charlotte police are cracking down on gangs, so gang
members are moving into smaller outlying areas.

"They're choosing the path of least resistance,” Adkins said.
Many gangs are local and invent their own names to emphasize that fact.

One such gang is the Cat Town Boys. The Catawba-based group was recently targeted
in a pair of raids conducted by the Catawba County Sheriff's Office.

Deputies arrested Melanie Howell, 45, and her son, Jacovee Howell, 21.
Chief Deputy Coy Reid identified Howell's son as a member of the Cat Town Boys and
charged him with possession with intent to sell and deliver cocaine.

Melanie Howell was charged with possession of a firearm by a felon.

Howell vehemently denied the existence of the Cat Town Boys and said neither she nor
her son are members of any gang. But she did admit they committed the crimes they're
accused of.

Sipe said that's not uncommon. While some people will admit they're in a gang, it's more
common for people to deny gang membership — even if they have gang tattoos and
wear gang colors.

Cook said the Cat Town Boys do exist and they are a gang. "We don't have any other
gangs in town other than the Cat Town Boys," he said of Catawba.

"We have drug problems, and I'm sure it's related to the gang," he said. "We've been
lucky that they haven't caused any more trouble than they have."

Cook said he's noticed fewer people milling around on the street where gang members
are known to congregate since the sheriff's raid.



DETAILS

Gangs encountered in Hickory:
Note: Some are subsets of a primary gang
1. Black Piston Motorcycle Gang
2. Bloods

2.1. 9 TEK Bloods

2.2. GED Boys

2.3. T K C (True Killa Crips)
2.4. UBN (United Blood Nation)
3. Cat Town Boys

4. Crips

4.1. East Side Family

4.2. Insane Mafia Crips

4.3. Longview Crips

4.4. Tre Pound

4.5. West Side Rollin 30’s

5. Kings

6. Locos 13

7. Outlaw Motorcycle Gang

8. Nortenos 14

9. Surenos 13

9.1. Church Crew

10. Twin Cedar Boys



— Source: Hickory Police Department

Jason Alejandro Aguirre, 34, sentenced to death

L.A. Now

0O.C. gang member sentenced to death in killing of 13-year-
old boy
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Posted: Thursday, 13 August 2009 8:45AM

Santa Clara County Gets Tough on Gangs
SANTA CLARA COUNTY (KCBS)  -- Santa Clara County prosecutors are using a new,

more aggressive approach on those who perpetuate gang violence.

The change comes following an incident this past weekend when four young men were
accused of being involved in a gang shooting.

Santa Clara County District Attorney Delores Carr said gang violence seems to be
everywhere.

"We have been fortunate to have a very safe community over a number of years," Carr
said. "But | don't think even the safest community is safe from criminal street gangs."

Case in point, a gang shooting near the Happy Hollow Zoo in San Jose this past Sunday
that sent a teenager to the hospital with a leg injury.

Police have arrested four young men, including a 17-year-old.

All are being charged with two felonies a piece, and special gang enhancements that if
convicted, could mean a life behind bars.

"We are going to use whatever tool we can to make sure that we're sending a message
out that if you do this kind of activity in Santa Clara County, we're going to go after you,"
said Caurr.

Carr said a zero tolerance policy seems to be the only strategy that works.

Carr was involved in a controversial case out of Gilroy earlier this year in which she filed
murder charges against two rival gang members for a fatal shooting.



Montrell Mallard, 22,

Gang member gets 29 years

Albany Herald

8/13/2009

ALBANY - With tears flowing and surrounded by sheriff's deputies and bailiffs, 22-year-
old Montrell Mallard was sentenced to spend the next 29 years in state prison for his role
in a September 2007 gang shooting that nearly cost a Monroe High School student his
life.

Painted by prosecutors as a cold and calculating member of an Albany street gang,
Mallard pleaded guilty to an aggravated assault charge and gang participation charge
relating to the incident that left Williams shot six times, including once in the head.

"By all accounts Montrell Mallard and Kentrell Reed were out just looking to exact
revenge the next random person they saw," prosecutor Matt Breedon said. "That person
was Dearious Williams."

Reed pleaded guilty and was sentenced to more than 30 years in prison last week.
Prosecutors say he pulled the trigger, but that Mallard was also responsible because he
knew the intent of the crime and did nothing to stop it or to alert authorities.

During his sentencing hearing Wednesday morning, defense attorney Terry Marlowe
challenged Breedon's version of the facts, urging the court to consider that many of the
points Breedon had made would have been disputed had the issue gone to trial.

Marlowe and Mallard maintain that he believed Reed was looking for a fist fight, not a
gunfight, when they found Williams that night.



Several of Mallard's relatives and friends gave testimony hoping to reduce his
punishment.

Mallard's mother, Sharon Mallard, pleaded for leniency for her son, saying that a prison
term would create a rift between him and his family.

"He's really a good boy," she said, wiping away tears. "It's going to hurt him to see his
daddy and and not be able to touch him."

Superior Court Judge Denise Marshall was not moved, telling Mallard that while he didn't
pull the trigger, his association with a known street gang indelibly linked him to the crime.

"If you can walk step by step with someone during a crime, you can walk step by step
with them to prison,” Marshall said. "... Mr. Mallard chose a gang over his friends and
family ... this is was the choice that he made."

During the hearing, Breedon said that the shooting was retaliation for an earlier show of
disrespect from a rival street gang. According to Breedon, members of the CME Rattlers'
street gang flashed a gun at Mallard and Reed's gang prompting them to cruise the
streets looking for a random target.

Dougherty District Attorney Greg Edwards said he hopes Mallard and Reed serve as an
example to those considering gang life and who have already made the decision to be a
part of street gangs.

"Fundamentally, we tell people that gang life ends one of two ways: in jail time or in
death, and that it's ultimately the choice of the individual as to which path they take," he
said. "Society will not tolerate street gang activity and | hope these men stand as an
example to those still out there as to what can happen.”

Edwards' comments come on the heels of not just the Reed's and Mallard's sentencings,
but also the death of 21-year-old Christopher Childress whom Edwards has said was a
member of the Bloods street gang.

Childress was killed Aug. 1 during what has been labeled an attempted robbery at 202
N. Madison St. Childress was shot as police say he tried to rob 23-year-old Michael
Parrish. Parrish's roommate, 22-year-old Reginald Wilson, shot Childress with a .40-
caliber handgun in what has been deemed an act of self-defense.

Childress' family has refuted claims that he had ties to the Bloods' street gang, although
he was wearing their trademark red bandanna and had links to the national organization
back in San Antonio, Texas.

Childress' was the second gang member killed this year. Reginald Richardson, 33, was
killed in June during a "beat-in" initiation to the Black Gangsta Disciples street gang. At
least nine people have been arrested in connection with that case, including the man
who prosecutors believe is the head of the organization.
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North Hollywood teen killed in gang shooting

By Daily News wire services
Posted: 08/12/2009 07:48:03 AM PDT
Updated: 08/12/2009 07:59:00 AM PDT

Two men were arrested early today on suspicion of mdodlewing the slaying of a
gang rival in a shootout outside a North Hollywood coreece store, police said.

Nestor Otero, 24, and Bryan Torres, 19, were being heleeatan Nuys Jail in lieu of
$1 million each in the slaying of Sergio Ramirez, 19 c@fs said.

Ramirez, of North Hollywood, was gunned down about 8:50 puasday outside an
Arco AM/PM store in the 6700 block of Laurel Canyon Boutevaear Vanowen Street,
police said.

Officers responding to a report of shots fired found id\mullet casings on the ground,
police said. Soon after, authorities learned that asuéaring from multiple gunshot
wounds to the upper torso had been taken to Valley Presbytdospital.



Detectives determined that Ramirez was mortally woundeddispute between rival
gangs, officials said.

Anyone with information on the slaying was asked tod@iectives at 818-623-4045.

(

Slain victim’s brother served time for another man's beating

By Stephen Gurr
sgurr@gainesvilletimes.com
POSTED Aug. 11, 2009 11:22 p.m

It took 12 minutes for a panicked teenager to drive his four bleeding friends from an East
Hall subdivision to a local hospital after a confrontation between rival gangs ended in
gunfire early Sunday. By the time the driver reached Northeast Georgia Medical Center,
one of his passengers was dead.

As family members bury 16-year-old Juan Gomez today, his friend and fellow gang
member, Nagan Le, still clings to life. He remains in critical condition after a bullet fired
into the 17-year-old’'s abdomen damaged several organs, including his heart, according
to Hall County sheriff's officials.

Francisco Amaya, 16, had a bullet enter his torso and strike his ribs before exiting his
body, and Pedro Saucedo, also 16, was shot in the hip, according to arrest warrants.
Hospital officials did not release their conditions.

Authorities say the bloodshed was the consequence of gang activity.

All four shooting victims were members of the street gang La Onda 5, who ventured into
rival gang SUR-13'’s territory late Saturday night in a Nissan Sentra. At the entrance to a
working-class subdivision at the intersection of Harmony Church Road and Thousand
Oaks Drive off Gillsville Highway, the teens in the Nissan exchanged words with three
men in a Dodge Neon before multiple shots were fired from an automatic handgun.

Authorities say an occupant of the Dodge, 18-year-old Robert Jacob Montez, fired the
shots. Two other occupants of the car, 18-year-old Miguel Garcia and 17-year-old Jesus
Martinez, are charged in connection with the shooting. All are members of SUR-13,
whose graffiti "tags" can be found in the Gillsville Highway area.

Montez, the alleged shooter, and Gomez, the murder victim, were both leaders, or "shot-
callers,” for their respective gangs, authorities said.

One neighborhood resident said he wasn'’t surprised by the shooting.
"l was expecting anything to happen just anytime," said the man, who lives a few

hundred yards from the shooting scene and declined to give his name. "You see (gang
activity) all the time. You can tell the ones running up and down the road."



The resident said Hall County sheriff’s officials have saturated the neighborhood with
patrols since the shooting early Sunday.

"I'm glad to see more law enforcement around,” he said.

Sheriff’s officials also beefed up their presence this week at county middle schools, high
schools and the Lanier Career Academy in hopes of averting any retaliatory violence,
Col. Jeff Strickland said.

Montez, the alleged shooter, was last a student at Lanier Career Academy in October
2007, Hall County school officials said. Co-defendant Martinez attended the school until
April 2009. Garcia, the third teen charged in the shooting, failed to enroll at East Hall
High School in fall 2008.

Gomez, the murder victim, withdrew from Johnson High School in October 2008. School
officials were told Gomez planned to go to Mexico to enroll in a private school, Hall
County School spokesman Gordon Higgins said.

Officials have no record of the other three shooting victims having attended Hall County
schools.

The murder victim’s older brother recently completed a yearlong jail sentence for gang
activity, according to court records.

Roberto Gomez, 18, pleaded guilty in September 2008 to jumping a member of the PLC,
or "Pure Latin Crew," and screaming "La Onda 5" repeatedly as the victim was beaten
by Gomez and two others. Hall County Superior Court Judge Jason Deal sentenced
Gomez to five years, with one year to serve in jail and the remainder on probation, and
imposed the typical conditions to not associate with gang members. Gomez was given
credit for time served since his March 2008 arrest.

Montez, the alleged shooter in Sunday’s incident, pleaded guilty to misdemeanor
marijuana possession in March 2008. He was sentenced to 11 months, 28 days on
probation and ordered to pay a fine of $1,000. Montez later graduated from the Georgia
National Guard’s Youth Challenge Program at Fort Gordon, according to court records.

In January, Montez was charged with disorderly conduct after authorities said he was
trespassing on government housing property on Davis Street with other gang members
wearing matching attire. The men wore bandanas over their faces and were carrying
baseball bats and other weapons, according to court records. Montez pleaded guilty to
the misdemeanor in March and got 12 months’ probation, a $200 fine and was ordered
to not contact or visit the homes of any known gang members.

In June, Montez was issued a citation for driving without a license.

Of the three people charged in this weekend’s shooting, two are U.S. citizens. Montez
was born in California, according to court documents.



Garcia was born in Mexico and had an immigration hold placed on him after his Sunday
arrest. He previously served 10 days in the Hall County jail for a probation violation
following a July 4 DUI arrest, court records show. He was released from jail July 20.
The arrests in Sunday’s shooting came after much effort, Strickland said.

A team of 15 sheriff’s investigators and members of the Gainesville-Hall County Gang
Task Force toiled for 12 hours to identify and arrest the suspects, he said. A search of a
Barrett Road residence turned up the gun believed to be used in the killing.

Strickland said the gang task force’s ongoing work collecting intelligence on Hall
County’s 300-plus known gang members paid off Sunday.

"That information played a pivotal role in the success of this investigation," Strickland
said.

The resident who lives near the shooting said Tuesday that gang members seemed to
be "getting braver and braver.”

"They just don’t consider the law," he said. "They’ve got their own way of doing things.
Regardless of who gets caught, they're going to do their thing.”

California Institution for Men in Chino

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 10, 2009 250

Inmates Injured in Prison Riot

Racially-Motivated Riot Badly Damaged Calif. Prison
Forced Lockdown of 9 Others

Associated Press



More than three dozen inmates were released fromthtssgunday after being involved
in a racially motivated riot that badly damaged a SewtiCalifornia prison and forced
the lockdown of nine others.

The riot that erupted Saturday night sent 55 prisoners toob@tal and injured more
than 250 inmates in all, officials said. Thirty-eight emes were treated and were
expected to return to the California Institution for MerChino, east of Los Angeles, by
late Sunday, said Department of Corrections and Rehabittspokesman George
Kostyrko.

Most of the injuries were considered minor to moderatduding stab wounds and
slashes. One inmate suffered a serious head injuryytkossaid. However, none of the
injuries were considered life-threatening.

No staff members were injured in the disturbance, tlge$drsince December 2006.

As many as 80 officers responded to the riot, which inebsame 1,300 inmates in
seven dormitory-style barracks. A fire that ignited dgitine chaos caused significant
damage to one of the buildings, prison spokesman Lt. Margrdave said. Prison
officials couldn't say how the fire started.

Authorities believe the riot was prompted by tensions éetwblack and Hispanic
prisoners.

"It appears we had some southern Hispanic gang membersngugican Americans,"
Kostyrko said.

Officers used pepper spray, wielded batons and shot foamtdesj¢c remove inmates
who had barricaded themselves inside the medium-secacitigyf during the four-hour
uprising. Police officers and firefighters also werdethto help subdue the inmates.
Eleven hours later, prison officials had cleared oetféitility of disruptive inmates.

The outbreak occurred at a reception center that acoept inmates and parole
offenders being processed to be housed at the prisonitrio s¢her facilities in the
state, officials said.

Prison staff became aware of a plan to carry oigtt & hursday night, Hargrove told the
Riverside Press-Enterprise. The prison was placednood#fied lockdown, which
included feeding inmates in their cells and restricting meregraround the property.
That lockdown continued until Saturday when the riot began.

Still, the inmates were able to inflict serious damagéedacility and one another. Most
of the barracks are currently uninhabitable, and inmates Ib@en relocated to other parts
of the prison.

Curt Hagman, a state assemblyman for the districtinbatdes Chino, believes the riot



was a "coordinated attack."

"They all knew what they were going to do in startinggabrawl,” Hagman told the
Press-Enterprise. He added that inmates used improvised weambbroken glass to
stab each other.

The prison has about 5,900 inmates; it was designed t@B/id0.

All 10 prisons in Southern California were put on lockd@sra precaution and
visitations have been suspended because of the mdlem|®aid.

From | to r: Robert Jacob Montez, Miguel Garcia and Jesus Rodriguez Martinez

Preliminary hearing set for 3 gang shooting suspect S
ACCESS NORTH GA.COM

BY STAFF

Posted: Monday, August 10th 2009 at 11:53am

GAINESVILLE — A preliminary hearing has been scheduled early next month for the
three teenagers accused in a fatal gang-related shooting in East Hall Sunday.

Robert Jacob Montez, Miguel Garcia and Jesus Rodriguez Martinez each made a first
appearance before a Hall County magistrate Monday morning.

Montez, 18, is charged with murder, felony murder, 3 counts of aggravated assault and 3
counts of aggravated battery; Garcia, 18, Gainesville is charged with party to the crime
of felony murder and party to the crime of aggravated assault; and, Jesus Rodriguez
Martinez, 17,Gainesville is charged with party to the crime of aggravated assault.

“The preliminary investigation indicates that members of two rival gangs traveling in
separate vehicles met at the intersection of Harmony Church Road and Thousand Oaks
Drive," Col. Jeff Strickland of the Hall County Sheriff's Office said Sunday. "A member of
the street gang SUR 13 began shooting at a vehicle occupied by members of the La
Onda street gang.”

Strickland says four La Onda members were struck by the gunfire, one of them fatally.



The deceased is identified as 16-year-old Juan Gomez of Gainesville. The names of the
three other victims are being withheld.

At Monday's first appearance hearing, a preliminary heating was scheduled at 9:00
September 3.
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“Maniac” a Sureno gang member in Grant County, Wash.



Grant County in the crossfire of a
gang war

Sara Leaming
The Spokesman-Review

Aug. 8, 2009

GRANT COUNTY, Wash. — More than 10 years ago, “Maniac” moved to Central
Washington to escape a Los Angeles street gang.

An illegal immigrant from Tijuana, Mexico, Maniac — who refused to provide his real
name for this story — sought refuge in Grant County, a largely rural and agricultural area
where his grandfather was already working in the fields.

His plan was to join his family picking apples, grapes, cherries or the other staple crops
grown in Washington’s fourth-largest county, geographically.

Instead, the 35-year-old was drawn back into a life of violence, drugs, guns and other
gang-related activities. Now he’s one of 40 known gang members locked up in the Grant
County Jail in Ephrata — occupying about half of the available beds.

Maniac'’s story is not uncommon in Grant County, where only five of a dozen sheriff’s
deputies patrol 2,700 square miles each day. Individual cities have their own police
departments, but they are short on manpower, adding to the problem.

According to officials, in the past six years the expanse of the county has made it a
“quasi-safe haven” for between 20 and 25 Latino gangs that identify with either the
Nortefio or Surefio brands. Officials have documented 350 known gang members, and
as many as 200 more gang associates.

“That’s a low estimate,” said Grant County Undersheriff John Turley, who said the spike
in gang activity is the largest he’s seen in a decade. “Our intelligence tells us there has
been a big push by California prison gangs to bolster their population.”

Since January, officials have investigated five gang-related homicides — twice as many
deaths as the county typically investigates in a year. At the same time, there have been
more than 30 gang-related drive-by shootings.

The Sheriff’s Office recently received a $250,000 federal grant to hire two gang officers
to assist with intelligence-gathering and community prevention.

It's not the first time Grant County law enforcement has tried to eradicate the growing
gang problem. In 2007, a gang unit was formed to document graffiti, gather gang
intelligence and make contacts with gang affiliates. The unit disbanded after a couple of
months because of budget cuts.



“The worst thing we can do now is stick our head in the sand and ignore it,” Turley said.
“The way we are going to get a foothold is to involve the communities to such a degree
that they will help us.”

In the federal grant, officials described Grant County as a place where “bodies are
dumped with little more than tattoos as identifiers,” drive-by shootings happen on a
weekly basis, and recently, deputies dealt with a “mafia’-style hit gone bad, leading to
the arrest and conviction of two Surefio brothers.

“To be honest, the problem is lack of law enforcement. We call for a deputy and it takes
more than an hour,” said Larry Davis, of Schawana, Wash. “We are at the south end of
the county, and we’ve been told we are a low priority.”

Davis and his family own and operate several businesses in Schawana and Beverly,
Wash., situated along the Columbia River northeast of Yakima. They have been in the
area since 1958 and have watched the last three years as Latino gangs have infiltrated
their small communities.

Davis said two Latino gang sets are at war in a three-block radius of his home. His
brother’s trailer was 100 yards from a retaliatory drive-by shooting in Schawana in June,
where gang members shot nine rounds into a singlewide trailer with nine people
sleeping inside, including an infant.

“It could have very well been my brother,” Davis said.

With the rise in violence, Davis said he’s prepared to take the law into his own hands.
Turley, standing nearby during a recent interview, acknowledged that because of
response time, people like Davis need to protect themselves.

“I'll shoot back and they know it,” Davis said. “We have a reputation of taking care of our
own.”

It's a sentiment echoed by other families in the region.

Protecting family runs deep in the Latino communities as well.

In Mattawa, Wash., where the population is 98 percent Hispanic and fluctuates with the
growing season as migrant workers come and go, communication with law enforcement
is a struggle. Many residents steer clear of the law because of immigration issues, or
they fear retaliation from gang members, making it difficult to gather information, officials
said.

“Initially they don’t want to tell us anything because they are afraid we will call and get
them deported,” said Deputy Joe Harris, who often patrols Mattawa, in southern Grant
County. “They have an ingrained sense of distrust for police, making it very difficult.”



Mattawa town councilwoman Annabel De La Garza is a perfect example of how personal
and entrenched the problem is. She has three sons. One just graduated from high
school and is going off to college. Two are known gang members.

One of her boys was stabbed in a recent incident of gang retaliation, and last month the
body of a 17-year-old gang member was dumped near her front yard. She’s also dealt
with drive-by shootings.

“It's like I live in two worlds,” De La Garza said. In addition to being an elected official,
she works as a dental assistant and translator for a clinic across the street from her
home. De La Garza, 43, came to Grant County 20 years ago, when her husband got a
farm job.

“This has been a very scary time for me,” she said. “I always knew what they were, and |
never approved, and | never accepted it. But | never played dumb.

“But I'm a mother, and I've always been and always will be there for them,” De La Garza
said. “My heart goes out to those other parents that are finding out that their kids are
gang members; and it's not going to stop just like that.”

The Federal Bureau of Investigation in Spokane is watching the region’s gang activity
closely.

According to the FBI, gang members with ties to Spokane and surrounding counties
have been contacted by law enforcement in 13 other states, including as far east as New
Jersey and Florida.

“It is something that is requiring an increasing amount of law enforcement,” said Agent
Frank Harrill.

But while the federal government is able to provide enforcement for high-profile drug and
gun-running cases, and watches gang activity as it crosses state lines, the street-level
crimes are dealt with by local jurisdictions.

In Moses Lake, Grant County’s largest city, the police department failed to get a federal
stimulus grant for additional officers.

“We've had an awful lot of malicious mischief committed by juveniles, such as tagging or
graffiti,” said Capt. Dave Ruffin.

But Turley said the problems are bigger than teenagers tagging fences, and additional
resources are needed now. There have been a number of shootings in Moses Lake
proper, including the killing of 19-year-old Juan “Pooky” Vasquez Jr., who last month
was shot to death near the Grant County airport, allegedly over $25 in marijuana.



The Sheriff’s Office says it will use the $250,000 federal grant to push forward with an
effort to inform the community of the extent of the gang problem. Turley said he hopes
his two new officers will be able to demonstrate a continuing problem, as well as
progress, to make federal funds more permanent.

“I'm so sick and tired of this being a flash in the pan; we show up, raise hell, arrest some
people and they never see us again,” Turley said. “It can’t just be about arresting people
and throwing them in jail. That's worthless.”

Maniac is a prime example. Even from his cell in the Grant County Jail, he says he is
second in command of his gang, the West Side 18th Street Surefios. Although he was
sentenced on a warrant for an old domestic violence charge, his criminal history shows a
list of other crimes, including assault.

When he is released in nine months, he’ll likely be deported, and says he is ready to quit
the gang life. But his wife and children live in Washington, so he’ll have to come back.

“The reality is that when you don’t have a lot of choices, you have to choose your family,
your 'hood.”
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8 gang members arrested in ICE-led operation
Aug. 6, 2009

(Media-Newswire.com) - SAN JOSE, Calif. - Eight gang members and gang
associates, including several with serious criminal histories, are in custody this
morning following the second multi-agency anti-gang enforcement operation
spearheaded by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement ( ICE ) in this area
in as many months.

Some of the gang members arrested during the six-hour surge that began late
yesterday are facing federal or state criminal charges. Others are foreign
nationals who are being processed for deportation.



Joining ICE in the operation were personnel from several federal, state and local
agencies, including the Federal Bureau of Investigation; the Department of
State's Diplomatic Security Service; the California Department of Justice Bureau
of Narcotics Enforcement; the San Francisco Regional Office of the California
Department of Justice Bureau of Investigations and Intelligence; and the Gilroy
and Morgan Hill police departments.

Last night's arrests were made as part of an ongoing initiative by ICE's National
Gang Unit called "Operation Community Shield." As part of the initiative, ICE
partners with other federal, state and local law enforcement agencies across the
country to target the significant public safety threat posed by transnational street
gangs.

"Street gangs pose a growing public safety threat to communities throughout
this area," said Mark Wollman, special agent in charge of the ICE Office of
Investigations in San Francisco. "The violence and crime associated with these
gangs has reached intolerable levels. ICE is working with its law enforcement
partners here, and across the country, to attack and dismantle these criminal
organizations."

Of the gang members taken into custody during the enforcement action, one is
facing federal criminal prosecution for re-entry after deportation. A second
subject is being charged with state parole violations. The remaining targets are
foreign national gang members and gang associates who were arrested on
administrative immigration violations and placed in removal proceedings. They
will be held in ICE custody and scheduled for a deportation hearing before an
immigration judge.

All of the individuals arrested during the operation have criminal histories,
including prior convictions for weapons violations, domestic violence, vehicle
theft and assault. The group includes a previously deported 38-year-old male
Mexican national who has prior convictions for assault with a deadly weapon,
burglary and narcotics charges.

The gang arrests occurred in five area cities - San Jose, Morgan Hill, Hollister,
San Martin, and Gilroy. In addition to the arrests, authorities also recovered drug
paraphernalia during the operation.

"The Gilroy Police Department appreciates the help it has received from our
federal and local law enforcement partners,” said Gilroy Police Chief Denise J.
Turner. "These operations will continue to insure the safety of our community."

"Last night's operation again shows what we can accomplish by pooling our
resources, leads and expertise," said Morgan Hill Police Chief Bruce Cumming.
"As a result of our joint efforts, we've succeeded in taking several dangerous



criminals off of the street and that will have a positive impact on violent crime in
our community."

Since Operation Community Shield began in February 2005, ICE agents
nationwide have arrested more than 13,500 gang members and associates
linked to more than 900 different gangs. More than 160 of those arrested were
gang leaders.

The National Gang Unit at ICE identifies violent street gangs and develops
intelligence on their membership, associates, criminal activities and international
movements to deter, disrupt and dismantle gang operations by tracing and
seizing cash, weapons and other assets derived from criminal activities.

Through Operation Community Shield, the federal government uses its powerful
immigration and customs authorities in a coordinated, national campaign against
criminal street gangs in the United States. Transnational street gangs have
significant numbers of foreign-born members and are frequently involved in
human and contraband smuggling, immigration violations and other crimes with
a connection to the border.

To report suspicious activity, call ICE's 24-hour toll-free hotline at: 1-866-347-
2423 or visit www.ice.gov.
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A 30-year-old man was shot and killed late Monday in Sglimasking the city's 19th
homicide of the year.

The man was shot multiple times about 8:45p.m. neantbesection of Chaparral Street
and Noice Drive, said Sgt. Chris Lane. Two people fledsttene, police said.

The victim was taken to Natividad Medical Center, wherelied, Lane said. The
shooting is being investigated as gang-related, he said.

Salinas' slayings have surpassed the number of homici&esidose, a city with a
population 6% times larger.

The shooting comes a day after two people were killedSatelay in a brazen attack that
Salinas Mayor Dennis Donohue described as a "hit."

Police said that about 9p.m., two gunmen burst into a hetusEd Dallas Ave. and began
firing, killing Alberto Arizpe, 28, and Josephine Alvarez, 36. Amstwoman was shot in
the leg and is expected to survive.

The 19th killing of the year passes San Jose for thertotaber of homicides for 2009.
This year, San Jose's population passed 1 million, accptalithe state Department of
Finance. Salinas' population in January was estimated &Qb2,



Salinas' homicide rate is notable because almost #iedillings this year are
considered gang-related. Crime experts say a 40-to-50-pgaregmthomicide rate in
cities is considered very high.

During his weekly news conference, Donohue called Sundayiags a "hit" but did not
elaborate.

Gang investigators and former gang members say Arizpe Wileeged with Nortefio
gangs. Investigators familiar with his record said Arifgdeout of his gang's graces in
recent years and at one time was put on a "green lighttheaning gang members were
given a go-ahead to Kill.

He was remembered around the Monterey County courthoonaadeehe had a "666"
tattoo on his forehead and his eyelids were tattooed vativtinds "Game Over."

Monday morning, a bullet hole in a metal screen dotteahouse and a small strip of
police crime scene tape that a boy from the neighborpathed off a tree were the only
signs of the previous night's crimes.

Alvarez's boyfriend, Santiago Martin, 23, arrived at thgdestucco house Monday to
retrieve some belongings. He said he was present dugrgjayings.

"When | heard the shots, | dropped to the floor," Maséi, his jeans still stained with
blood. "I thought, 'We are all dead.' If | hadn't throwrselfyon the floor, they would
have shot me, too."

When the shooting stopped and the gunmen left, Martin sasgcheto his girlfriend's
side.

"She was hardly breathing," he said.

Alvarez and Arizpe, who were both shot multiple timeshie chest, were pronounced
dead at the scene after police arrived.

Salinas police Sgt. Chris Lane said two men, believdxz tine gunmen, were seen
running from the house toward Garner Avenue.

Lane said it was unclear if Alvarez and Arizpe or angpfieople at the house knew the
assailants.

Martin said he and his girlfriend began renting the habait eight months ago.

The front door was closed but unlocked at the time oattaeck. Martin said he couldn't
explain why the gunmen targeted the house.

"She didn't have problems with anyone, and neither dael said.



He said Arizpe and his girlfriend were childhood friendd ¢hat Arizpe, whom he only
knew by the name "Chico," would sometimes stay with them

"I didn't know him all that well," Martin said.

Martin said one of Alvarez's three sisters was shtite leg. She was treated and
released from a local hospital. The other two womerewninjured.

Martin said he and Alvarez had been together for aboutyfsans and planned to marry.
He said his girlfriend’s family is now making funeraieaigements.

"l don't know what we are doing yet," Martin said.

Lane said the two men seen leaving the house were dekbgib@itnesses as being 5-
feet-8-inches tall with medium builds. One wore aded sweatshirt and the other had
on a T-shirt.

Police Chief Louis Fetherolf said Monday that the sigang unit is working seven days
a week, the California Highway Patrol is still workingwpolice, and there were "lots of

people out on the streets" Sunday night — but the slayicgsi@d anyway.

Police ask anyone with information about the shootincpatbdetective Danny Warner at
758-7129 or detective Gerry Davis at 758-7147.

Warring gangs have Houston's 'Gulfton Ghetto' in a
stranglehold

11:46 PM CDT on Monday, August 3, 2009

By Jeff McShan / 11 News



HOUSTON -- It's an area of Houston like no other —&}juare-mile neighborhood
densely packed with apartment complexes and tens of thousigpeisple.

Warring gangs have Houston's 'Gulfton Ghetto' in a steaiodd
August 3, 2009

Many long-time Houstonians have referred to it as thet@ulshetto, saying it's home
to crime and blaming it for the demise of Sharpstown.

And now, it's become a war zone as rival gangs fightdrritory and power.

Gulfton wasn't always that way. In the late 1970s, dutigoil boom, thousands of
people migrated to Houston. To accommodate the populatmosion, existing
apartments were remodeled.

New apartments seemed to pop up overnight, many of @iangtup several city blocks.
If you lived in Houston back then, you probably rememberhisiet Pollack.

Pollack, a marketing guru with a swagger, helped Gulfton gntwa singles’ paradise.

That is, until the boom turned to bust.

Now, 25 years later, the area is the headquartersgan@ known as the Southwest
Cholos.

Three weeks ago, outside of a nightclub on Clarewoodstda police say a Southwest
Cholo gang member was shot several times in the paldiinGarlos Rogue, 17, died at
the hospital.

Witnesses said the shooter was Eric Hernandez, an MS-g3wganber. Police found
him three days later, and now he’s sitting in jail,rgled with murder.

11 News has learned that in recent months, MS-13 gang meidge been coming into
the Gulfton area, looking to take control.

Just last Friday, paramedics and police were calleddthar scene where an alleged
Southwest Cholo was severely beaten by a group of MS-llidtaf. The victim went
into seizures, but survived.

Reverend Alejandro Montes of the San Mateo Iglesia Bpaldhas witnessed the gang
wars firsthand in Gulfton.

He’'s a member of P.A.C.T., a police and clergy teigimtihg the violence.



“When | see kids 15-16 years old, it is very hard. | thirdoitld be one of my church
kids, you know,” Montes said.

Montes said stopping the violence starts with the efairely, because for the youth in
Gulfton, gangs and violence have become a way of life.

“We just kind of learn to live with it, because it happsosften. It's kind of like
breathing. We don't talk about breathing, it just happens,”’dyéhneda, the youth
coordinator at San Mateo, said.

“l had like 10-year-olds, elementary school children talkengne about it,” she said.
The mayor’s anti-gang office said it's currently woigkiwith 10 gang members in the
Gulfton area who are looking for a way out, and 300 kids fGulfton participated in the
mayor’s summer camp program.

The young singles who moved to Gulfton in the late 70sanlg 80s eventually lost
their jobs during the oil bust and moved away.

Rents plummeted, and Gulfton changed.
Now it's home to gangs fighting for control and innoce#idents ducking for cover.

http://www.khou.com/video/index.html?nvid=385859&shu=1
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WATSONVILLE - A homeless man and six Watsonville gangnmbers, age 12-19, have
been arrested in connection with the April slaying oth@ohomeless man on the Pajaro
River levee.



The group is accused of chasing, then brutally beating ahbdisgy Jose Marie Barajas
during a dispute over gang territory, according to prosecteta Rowland of the Santa
Cruz County District Attorney's Office.

Jose Carrillo, 40, and five of the gang members are charijednurder. Rowland said
four of those gang members will be tried as adults: MaMezla, 19; Jose Zavala, 18;
Daniel Gomez 15; and Daniel Mendoza, 14. Everyone who haged as an adult is
suspected of physically taking part in the killing. All vl in court in Watsonville
today.

Meza, who appears to be a leader in the gang, and Zacaldife without the possibility
of parole, Rowland said.

Another 14-year-old boy is charged with murder in juvenilgrtdie allegedly acted as a
lookout for the others but did not participate in the deadhting, according to the
D.A.'s Office.

All six also have been charged with an enhancementribailling was committed for
the benefit of the gang and the teenagers are accubedhgfactive participants in a
criminal street gang, according to Rowland.

A 12-year-old boy also was charged in juvenile court.dHeecused of witness
intimidation and gang allegations, the D.A.'s Officeared.

Apparently, Barajas, a field worker who was not a gang megndentified himself as the
leader of a homeless encampment near the Pajaro Ridge.

However, a gang that hangs out around River Park asoed that area as territory and
had their own camp along the river, which they used duhieglay but not overnight.
The six alleged gang members arrested are a part of that gnol were trying to defend
their turf, Rowland said.

Gang members allegedly had been harassing Barajasldéasttwo weeks prior to the
killing, according to the D.A.'s Office.

Once, he was stopped at knifepoint and forced to strip offifiisand pants so gang
members could examine him for tattoos of rival gangs. Andiime, he was robbed.
Two hours before Barajas was killed, someone stolbitysle, Rowland said.

Carrillo had a separate disagreement with Barajas éegkdly conspired with the gang
members in the attack, according to Rowland.

"They had a common interest in getting the victim," shid.

Police said they are still sorting out how that cariio® developed.



The evening of April 29, the gang members and Carrillo allgygdtdhsed Barajas down
the levee. When they caught him, the beat him with betles, sticks and clubs, then
stabbed him three times, according to Lt. Darren Thompttre Watsonville Police
Department.

"There was some kind of ongoing dispute down there and sgraef relationship with
this gang and some homeless people. Something in this disputethis attack,"
Thompson said. "It was very intentional. They corespio do this."

Barajas was found bleeding and barely breathing around 7:3®p.died later that
night at Watsonville Community Hospital. Barajas isvatgd by a son, 24, who is also
homeless and sometimes stayed with him on the leuésydsn't with his father the
night of the attack.

Officers later recovered two weapons: a tree bramcha pipe, Rowland said. The
autopsy showed Barajas had been hit more than 10 timesa wiittk, branch or pipe. He
suffered three puncture wounds, probably with something likeck knife.

Watsonville police and the D.A.'s Office spent three mswin the investigation before
making arrests Thursday and Friday.

"It wasn't on in particular thing that came to lightestly as much as just a long slow
and tedious process of trying to get usable informationthatsufficient for court
purposes,” Thompson said.

Initially, investigators had no leads and were challengeduse the people who lived
near where Barajas did on the levee were afraid tkspitla police because of the
gang's control of the area.

"The people who live on the levee are some of thé mdserable people,"” Rowland
said, explaining they don't have anyplace to go whered@eyock the door and feel
secure. "Because of their vulnerability, they're thatimenore fearful of gang members
and retaliation."”

The rash of arrests in connection with the Killing rech up the majority of the gang, but
a handful of members remain in the area, Thompson said.

"We're hoping they get the message," he said.



Report: Florida gang ran hot-dog stand

By SUSAN JACOBSON - The Orlando Sentinel

Aug.3, 2009

WINTER GARDEN — The hot dogs were lousy, and the customers were few.
But Hot Dog City still raked in millions of dollars.

The financial success had nothing to do with the food: The business was a front for a cocaine-

and-marijuana operation run by a homegrown gang gone big time, drug agents said.

Newly released documents paint a picture of a violent group that hid in plain sight on the main

drag of this historic city, down the street from the police station.

At night, they went home to a quiet, working-class neighborhood nearby. Soon, people realized

something was wrong.

Cars came and went at all hours at the homes of Daniel Perez, 27, accused of leading the
Westside gang, and his brother David Perez, 25. The brothers disappeared for days at a time.

Nobody seemed to work.



In May, drug agents raided five homes and businesses, confiscating cars, guns and cash. Sixteen

people were arrested. Most remain jailed. Two more are on the run.

Most are charged with conspiracy to traffic cocaine. Daniel Perez could be sentenced to life in

prison if convicted of directing the activities of a criminal gang.

Like many other gangs, Westside used fronts to wash cash, investigators said.

Members operated the hot-dog shop and a secretarial service elsewhere in Winter Garden, arrest
papers show. Although they didn’t do much business, a steady flow of money was deposited into

corporate accounts. Investigators said it came from drug profits.

“It gives it the appearance of legitimacy,” said the lead case agent, Brent Harrison of the Florida

Department of Law Enforcement.

The arrests stemmed from a painstaking 11-month investigation that involved intercepted cell-
phone conversations among gang members, surveillance, bank records and the use of

informants.

Increasing problem

The scope of the group’s enterprises was large for a neighborhood gang, said Chuck Broadway,
the FDLE supervisor on the case. But gangs of all sizes are a growing problem in Florida and

throughout the U.S., experts said.

Once confined largely to South Florida, gangs have spread to Central Florida, Tampa and
beyond. Orlando has about 2,500 gang members, according to the National Gang Intelligence

Center.

In this cyber age, MySpace and Facebook have become strong recruiting tools for young people.
In 2007, 15.5 percent of Florida middle- and high-schoolers surveyed said at least one of their

closest friends had belonged to a gang in the past year.



Last year, Attorney General Bill McCollum unveiled a gang-reduction strategy, citing an
“alarming” problem in the state. The Westside arrests were a result of that strategy, which targets

kingpins.

Most of Westside’s members grew up together in the Winter Garden area and were documented
as a gang in 1997. They started with small-time shenanigans such as graffiti, fights and hanging

out, rising to trafficking in large quantities of cocaine and marijuana, Harrison said.

The gang isn’t nearly as widespread as the notorious Crips or Bloods. But there are about 80
members and associates in Central Florida, Texas and Mexico, including the Perez brothers; their
mother, Olga Perez, 47; and a cousin, Adam Medina, 22, who was a drug runner, court papers

show.

Focus began in 2005

In early 2005, law enforcement began focusing on Westside, which operated in Winter Garden

and Apopka. Members bragged of distributing more than 50 kilograms monthly, records state.

In mid-2005, Matthew Wood, later convicted of cocaine trafficking, was arrested in a bust of the
Oviedo Souljas gang and sought a reduced sentence. He told investigators that he and his
associates bought up to 10 kilograms weekly from Westside members, court papers show. A
retail kilogram costs about $26,000 in Orlando, with wholesale prices at least $10,000 less,

Harrison said.

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, the Orange County Sheriff's Office and Winter
Garden police arrested some lower-level members of Westside, but nobody would rat out the

higher-ups.

In January 2006, law officers got a break.



A traffic stop in Louisiana yielded 40 kilos of cocaine. The man transporting the drug from Texas
told them it was to be delivered to a man named “Fierro” in Clermont. Investigators say Daniel

Perez is Fierro, which if spelled with one “r’ means “fierce” in Spanish.

Undercover agents delivered the cocaine and arrested a longtime Westside member, Nicolas
Heller, 26, a runner for Daniel Perez, documentation shows. He is serving a six-year federal
prison term for conspiracy to traffic cocaine and is a witness for the prosecution in the current

case.

Heller named the No. 2 man at Westside, Hector Escalante, 26, as a cocaine supplier. The two
have known each other since they were 14. Escalante, arrested in July 2006 on cocaine charges,

told a DEA agent that he distributed nearly 200 kilos of cocaine supplied by Daniel Perez.

Escalante also told the DEA that Perez obtained his cocaine in a community in Mexico where
Perez’s father owns a home. Investigators think Perez’s stepmother brought the cocaine to
Texas, where she owns a clothing store and where Perez’s grandmother and father live, arrest

papers state. The stepmother has not been charged.

Though the drug trade is risky, gang members earned far more than the average working person,
court papers show. Ten vehicles, including Hummers, a BMW, a Chevrolet Tahoe, a Chrysler 300

and a Dodge Magnum, were seized in Clermont and Winter Garden during the May raid.

Five guns, $30,000, cocaine and computers also were confiscated. In the past four years, 125

pounds of cocaine and 100 pounds of marijuana tied to the group were seized, Harrison said.

Escalante admitted delivering $810,000 in drug payments, hidden in a concealed compartment in
a Suzuki Forenza, in three trips to Texas in 2006. He earned $5,000 for the first trip and $24,000
each for the others. On each of the last two occasions, he brought 20 kilograms of cocaine back

to Central Florida with him, he told authorities.

‘Victim intimidation’



The suspected Westside bosses may have eluded capture temporarily by buying loyalty. Perez
routinely gave money to associates in jail or their families to ensure their silence, drug agents
said. When that didn't work, he used threats, witnesses said. Escalante admitted being warned

not to snitch but testified anyway in a 2006 case against Richard Silguero.

Last April, Quintana’s MySpace page displayed a graphic that read, “Snitches Get Stitches,”

according to court papers.

“Witness and victim intimidation is a huge problem,” Harrison said. But for now, Westside is out of
commission, he said. Though some peripheral members and associates remain on the street, the

leaders and core members have been arrested.

Law officers know one bust won't halt the drug trade. But they hope education, enforcement and

rehabilitation make a noticeable dent.

Chicago Sun-times

2 murders tied to change of gangs
COURT | Man denied bail in '08 killings

July 31, 2009



BY FRANK MAIN AND RUMMANA HUSSAIN Staff Reporters

Edwin Figueroa was so intent on proving he left the Cobras, he helped kill two of
its alleged members to prove his allegiance to his new gang, Cook County
prosecutors said.

The Northwest Side man -- who goes by the name "TK," or "True Killer" -- was
involved in last summer's murder of Alfonso Cintron, 33, and Mario Arteaga, 36
but is not believed to be the shooter, police sources said

Figueroa, 22, was ordered held without bail Thursday for the July 28, 2008,
murders.

Figueroa and an uncharged man nicknamed "Smurf" wanted to switch from the
Cobras street gang to the Young Latin Organization Disciples, Assistant State's
Attorney George Canellis said. So, to show devotion to their new gang, the pair
allegedly announced they would go out looking for Cobras to shoot.

The two, along with some other Disciples, were around the 4300 block of West
Wrightwood when they noticed the two victims sitting in a Lincoln Continental,
authorities said. That's when Cintron and Arteaga -- thought to be Cobras -- were
shot.

Figueroa was charged after telling someone else he was involved, police said.
He gave a videotaped statement this week saying he was present at the
murders, authorities said.

Police said they have other suspects in the slaying autit@y have not been charged.



Epifanio Ramirez, 34, (amputated finger) Jason Cyphers, 29, (homicide victim)

Modesto Bee
Modesto man shot to death; boy on critical list

Thursday, Jul. 30, 2009
By Merrill Balassone

A Tuesday night shooting killed a man in the La Loma neighborhood and critically
injured a 10-year-old boy, Modesto police said Wednesday. The boy's father,

who also was shot, later was arrested.

Police identified the dead man as Jason Cyphers, 29, of Modesto. They identified
the father of the boy as 34-year-old Epifanio Ramirez. They did not identify
Ramirez's son, who was rushed to a Modesto hospital and was in critical

condition Wednesday, said police Sgt. Brian Findlen.

Authorities said Ramirez has an "extensive" criminal history and connections with

criminal street gangs in Modesto.

Two weeks ago, Ramirez was indicted by a federal grand jury on two counts of
being a felon in possession of firearms and one count of possessing a sawed-off
rifle not registered to him. Agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives arrested Ramirez on Wednesday after he was released from a
Bay Area hospital, where doctors amputated a finger that was injured by a bullet.

Ramirez was booked at the San Francisco County Jail.

"The shooting of a 10-year-old boy should outrage even hard-core gang

members," Deputy District Attorney Tom Brennan said. "Epifanio Ramirez lost a



finger, and his 10-year-old son could lose his life. All gang members should ask

themselves if an innocent child victim is worth the cost of gangbanging.”

Police say two people fired several rounds at a duplex in the 100 block of Santa
Barbara Avenue, off Yosemite Boulevard, about 11:30 p.m. Police had not made

any arrests.

Neighbors called Ramirez's son a "little angel” and a "sweet little guy" who was

always "running, jumping and playing."

"They raised decent kids," said one neighbor, who did not give her name

because she feared for her safety.

Neighborhood children said their parents didn't allow them to go to the house
where Tuesday night's shooting took place. But they often saw the boy riding his

bike and running through the neighborhood and sometimes they played together.

Jason Cyphers' sister-in-law, Carolina Cyphers, said Cyphers probably was
visiting a friend at the duplex. She said her brother-in-law was not involved in

gangs. "He was just at the wrong place at the wrong time," Carolina Cyphers.

In April, Jason Cyphers was arrested on suspicion of auto theft, possession of

stolen property and evading a peace officer.

Sister: He was very high-spirited

Jason Cyphers grew up in Ceres, his sister-in-law said. He was the father of a 7-
year-old son. He was not employed when he was killed. He lived with his mother

and stepfather in Modesto.

"He was a very high-spirited person,” said Cyphers. "He was real likable. He

never had any enemies."



Cyphers' mother, Bonnie Olivera, said her son once had a drug problem and
"went into a tailspin” after he separated from his wife and the mother of his son.

But he had a lead on a maintenance job that was to begin Saturday, she said.

Olivera said she didn't know why her son was at the house, but said police told

her Cyphers did not seem to be the intended target.

A friend spotted Cyphers' car behind the crime scene tape and went to tell
Olivera, who came to the scene, just blocks from her house, about 2:30 a.m.

Wednesday.

A neighbor said she was smoking a cigarette outside when she saw the shooting.
She said she watched a green Saturn circle the block twice before parking a few

blocks from the house.

She said two men got out of the car, which had a rust or burgundy driver's side

door, and "just started spraying (bullets)."

Newsday.com
Suffolk Police organize team to combat gang attacks

July 29, 2009 By ANDREW STRICKLER



gang-related attacks in Suffolk County in recent
weeks, some of which victimized innocent bystanders, Suffolk police will
reorganize officers assigned to combating gangs across precincts into a single
team, officials said Wednesday.

The new detall, tentatively called the Gang Suppression Team, will group
personnel now assigned to anti-gang duties in different precincts as a way to
help share intelligence and allow the department to focus resources on problem
areas, said Police Commissioner Richard Dormer.

"These gangs, they don't care about precinct boundaries,” he said. "We want all
these guys working together as a cohesive group.”

The gang team will include all 20 officers, five sergeants and one lieutenant now
assigned throughout all seven precincts. Dormer and Suffolk County Executive
Steve Levy said they did not anticipate any reductions in staffing. The new team
will be under the command of Dep. Insp. Gerard Gigante. He now leads the
Patrol Special Operations Team Bureau, whose primary focus is illegal guns.

"If we have a gang-related problem in Brentwood or Central Islip, for example, it
would just be three or four anti-gang police officers in the Third Precinct dealing
with the particular problem," Levy said at the announcement in Hauppauge.

Under the new system, "they would be able to share resources with up to 20
officers throughout the county."

District Attorney Thomas Spota said the recent gang activity increase in the
county followed a national trend, but he said it was unclear what was behind
recent local violence that has left at least three dead and many others seriously
hurt.

The team will work with community leaders, who will act as liaisons with people
afraid to talk directly with officers about gangs, Spota said.

Police said the county's latest victim of gang violence was approached by two
alleged MS-13 members, Josue Padilla Hernandez, 17, and Miguel Fuentes, 20,
outside a Huntington Station apartment building on Monday morning. With
Hernandez acting as lookout, Fuentes pulled a handgun and fired at the man,
who was not injured and ran away. Both men were arrested a short time later.



Police said the unidentified victim was targeted because he'd dropped out of MS-
13 "a couple of years ago," said Det. Sgt. Richard Auspacker. "There are always
ramifications.”

Hernandez and Fuentes pleaded not guilty to second-degree attempted murder
at their arraignments in First District Court in Central Islip Wednesday. Fuentes,
who police said has been twice deported to his native El Salvador, was held on
$1 million cash bail or $2 million bond. Hernandez was held on $250,000 cash
bail or $500,000 bond.

Three Suffolk victims linked by ongoing
gang violence

By ANDREW STRICKLER
Sunday, July 26, 2009

( were born in families from three different parts of the world.
Last week, Suffolk police said the victims of violence were linked by an ongoing war in
which they were mere bystanders. Two were shot, one fatally, by alleged MS-13
members who mistook them for rivals, police said. The third was brutally murdered in
Brentwood last week after he apparently claimed membership in the same gang that
drove him from his native country. The attacks were among a string police connect to
gangs, including the death of Eber Lopez, 16, killed after leaving a party in Greenport in
June.

Wilson Batista Jr.

A few hundred yards from where 13-year-old Wilson Batista Jr. lived with his parents
and big sister, Timberline Park was a natural hangout for the eighth-grader. The park, an
undistinguished stretch of grass and ballfields in Brentwood, was seemingly safe, his
father said.



"We never had a problem before - but then we had a problem,"” said his father, also
named Wilson Batista, 51.

Wilson, a student at North Middle School, was there on the evening of June 15, playing
basketball on the cracked courts on the park's western edge. He was taking a break
from the game when a car stopped nearby. A volley of bullets crossed the court; one
struck Wilson in the head. Wilson barely survived the shooting, suffering brain damage.
He remains hospitalized in Queens.

On Friday, Alexander Aguilar, 18, an alleged MS-13 gang member, was charged with
felony assault in the shooting. Police said Aguilar and others mistook Batista and the
group on the courts for members of the Bloods, an African-American gang. Wilson
Batista Sr. emigrated from the Dominican Republic in 1993; his wife and children
followed in 1999.

Batista credited God with saving his son's life and said he forgave Aguilar's family. He
hopes his son can be transferred to Southside Hospital, where he works in
housekeeping, in the next month or two.

"My son is about 50 percent better," he said, speaking in a mix of English and Spanish.
"He is not talking now but he understands everything."

Edgar Villalobos

At over 6 feet tall and a mouth full of crooked teeth, Edgar Villalobos stood out in his
hometown of Santa Ana, El Salvador. The attention was often unwelcome.

"We come from a country where basically everybody is MS-13," said one of Edgar's
brothers, Ivan, referring to the same gang police say is responsible for his murder.
"People would always want to fight him. The more fights, the more status you have."

It was largely because of that threat that Villalobos followed his brothers and other
relatives to the United States. After the mother of his children moved to California, he
stayed behind as his family raised the $8,000 or so needed to bring him north about
three years ago.

Like his brothers, Villalobos, 28, made a living working low-wage jobs in restaurants.
Much of his weekly pay of $300 or $350 from cooking at a Babylon cafe went to support
his children. His two older children, about 7 and 5 years old, live with relatives in El
Salvador; the 3-year-old lives in California with the his mother.



"They couldn't kill him for money. He didn't have much," said his brother Fredy
Villalobos, 36.

After leaving work last Sunday, Villalobos went to a Bay Shore deli not far from his
apartment. Three young men he met there later told detectives he claimed to be a
member of the MS-13 - which the trio knew was untrue. After luring him into a car, they
drove to a dark street littered with gang tags and hacked him to death, police allege.
Several neighbors said they heard him screaming in Spanish for help.

Three men, Aguilar, Ortiz and Jose Gomez Amaya, have been charged in Villalobos'
death.

"We didn't come to this country to kill each other. We came to survive because someone
was going to kill us over there," Fredy said.

A service and viewing for Villalobos will be Sunday at the Hempstead Funeral Home
from 2 to 4 p.m. His brothers said they hoped to return his body to El Salvador for burial.

Dexter Acheampong

Dexter Acheampong's nickname, "Jollof" - a tomato-and-rice dish popular in his parents'
West African homeland - reflected his love of food and his appreciation for the good life.

Born in Oklahoma City to parents who emigrated from Ghana, Acheampong, 24, spent
much of his teenage years living in Los Angeles, his family said. His time there gave him
a mellow attitude that distinguished him from his New York relatives.

"He picked up a lot of that surfer mentality,” said a cousin, Eddie Osel, 28, of Queens.
"He was a laid-back guy."

After graduating from high school in Michigan, where he lived with an aunt, he moved
back to L.A. and briefly attended college. He moved to Medford in 2005 to live with an
aunt, uncle and cousins, working for a time at a Hauppauge vitamin manufacturer.

"The first night he was here | could talk to him," said his cousin, Vanessa Smith, 16. "He
listened and would give us advice tell us to stay on the right path and stuff."

Acheampong was shot to death May 26 on East Maple Street in Central Islip; his body
was found slumped between a parked car and garage door, where he apparently ran for
cover. Suffolk police said the man charged in his death, Edwin Ortiz, 19, an alleged MS-



13 gang member, is also charged in the slaying of Villalobos. Ortiz told detectives
Acheampong was targeted because he was black and therefore a potential Blood.

Acheampong's uncle, Ben Smith, 45, said he knew of one misdemeanor arrest since his
nephew came to Long Island. Acheampong had several other run-ins with the law,
online court records show; the disposition of the cases was unclear Saturday.

L.A.'s 18th Street gang tied to illegal after-hours bars

The clubs, or casitas, in South L.A. are connected to homicides, drug trafficking and
gambling, LAPD says.

By Richard Winton

July 25, 2009

A notorious Los Angeles street gang has expanded its criminal enterprises into the night
life world, authorities said.

The Los Angeles Police Department and federal agents said the 18th Street gang
operated underground after-hours bars, using them as bases for various criminal
enterprises. Authorities said the locations have been connected to homicides, drug
trafficking and gambling.

A series of recent busts at the bars resulted in the arrests of 34 gang members and
associates on local and federal charges, authorities said Friday. The arrests are the
culmination of an 18-month federal and local probe into so-called casitas concealed in
South L.A. homes and closed stores.

"These were bars operating in the wee hours, putting the community at risk," said LAPD
Deputy Chief Kirk Albanese. "These locations resulted in homicides, shootings and other
violent crime."

At least three homicides in the 77th Street Division area of South L.A. have occurred in
or around the casitas. LAPD Cmdr. Andrew Smith cited the case of 35-year-old Rosa
Garcia, whose body was found in an alley in the 1500 block of Florence Avenue in
January. Smith said investigators believe her death was connected to a nearby casita
she frequented.

During raids on five bars since late June, investigators seized $142,000 that would have
gone to the gang, authorities say. Albanese said it reflects the importance of these bars



as sources for funding gang activity.
"These locations were running seven nights a week," he said.

One illegal after-hours club was just a few blocks from the 77th Street police station,
next to a tattoo parlor, authorities say. Patrons entered through an unmarked door and
the operator had deliberately spray-painted the wrong address outside, authorities said.

Investigators say taxicab drivers and others in the know would direct patrons or deliver
customers to the doors.

Investigators suspect that illegal after-hours bars are popping up all over the L.A. region
as gangs look for new ways to make money. Gang members were recently caught
running an illegal bar in Salt Lake City.

According to authorities, patrons pay to enter the illegal clubs, where they can buy drugs
and alcohol and have access to prostitutes and slot machines.

The clubs are often in neighborhoods where the gang members use intimidation to keep
residents from notifying authorities, investigators say.

At a bar raided June 25 near the intersection of 60th Street and Vermont Avenue,
Albanese said, "we pulled 50 people out of that location at 3 a.m."

During the investigation known as Operation Treadstone, LAPD and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives also seized 15 illegal firearms, 18 slot
machines and 200 pounds of illegal fireworks from 19 locations.

Investigators say some of the targets of the arrests are key members of the 18th Street
gang, one of the oldest, largest and most heavily entrenched gangs in Southern
California.

Last month, a federal grand jury indicted nine alleged members and associates of the
18th Street gang.

Man guilty on 16 charges in Md. gang shooting
July 23, 2009 - 8:13pm



ROCKVILLE, Md. - State prosecutors say a 20-year-old manblegn found guilty on
16 charges in connection with a gang-related shooting lastaye shopping center.

A Montgomery County Circuit Court jury convicted Anthonyyla on the charges
Thursday, including three counts of attempted voluntary raagkter. A sentencing
hearing will be held on Sept. 30.

Prosecutors say the charges came out of a fight onZ3eat Wheaton Plaza between
two gangs, Bloods and MS-13. Officials say Taylor led thegaf Bloods that started
the fight and told another blood to shoot the MS-13 memks bullet struck an MS-
13 member and another hit the car of bystanders.
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Teen pleads not guilty in gang shooting

CHEYENNE -- A 17-year-old boy pleaded not guilty Monday to charges of
attempted second-degree murder and felony assault in connection with a
shooting last month in south Cheyenne.



Roqueman D. Villa, 17, of Cheyenne is scheduled to go to trial Nov. 17.
Authorities say Villa fired gunshots June 24 into a vehicle occupied by driver
Frank Trujillo Jr., 18, and four other people at the intersection of Fifth Street and
Reed Avenue.

Villa is charged with attempted second-degree murder and four counts of
attempted assault with a deadly weapon.

Police say a 15-year-old girl was injured from shattered glass when a bullet
passed through a vehicle window.

At a circuit court hearing earlier this month, a police detective testified Villa told
investigators the other vehicle was occupied by rival gang members.

Two gangs were mentioned in the detective's testimony -- Brown Pride and
Lincoln Park -- though it was not clear who claimed affiliation with which set.

The detective said Villa fired five times and that his gun jammed on a sixth bullet.
Had it not, Villa reportedly said, "he intended to put the driver to sleep."

Villa is being held at a juvenile detention facility run by Cornerstone in Casper.

His attorney, David Serelson, asked the court to transfer his client back to
Cheyenne so he can be closer to family and legal counsel.

"It would certainly be in his best interest and my best interest for him to be kept at
the facility here," Serelson said.

But Laramie County District Attorney Scott Homar said juveniles facing serious
charges are held in Casper. He added that there may be a conflict housing Villa
with witnesses or potential witnesses in Cheyenne.

"I'm afraid I'm going to defer to the judgment of the facility at this point," Laramie
County District Judge Peter Arnold said.

Laramie County Circuit Judge Roberta Coates set Villa's bond at $75,000 earlier
this month, calling Villa a "major danger to the community."

Serelson declined to comment on the case after the hearing on Monday.

Tacoma police announce crackdown after East Side ga  ng
violence



Tacoma police commanders have moved more uniformed officers into the East
Side after a recent flurry of gang-related trouble and a deadly shooting.

"We are going to do it until we feel we've had the impact to stop or decrease this
more recent activity," Assistant Chief Bob Sheehan said.

In response to the violence, the department:

* Moved its 17 community liaison officers to the East Side to work "high profile
patrol."

* Shifted the department's 16 motorcycle officers to the East Side to be visible
and respond to suspicious activity.

* Ordered detectives and undercover officers to gather information and
intelligence to share with patrol officers and commanders.

* Asked the regional gang task force made up of officers from the Pierce County
Sheriff's Department, Lakewood police and other local law enforcement agencies
to focus on the East Side this weekend.

* Enlisted help from the South Sound Gang Task Force, which is headed by the
FBI and has members from area law enforcement agencies, the state
Department of Corrections and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives.

The beefed-up patrols, which began Thursday, will work with Tacoma police
officers on regular patrol and the department's gang unit to clamp down on gang
violence.

Gang-related trouble has been on the uptick in recent weeks but escalated after
Sunday's homicide and called for an immediate response, Sheehan said.

"Right now, because of the activity we are dealing with, we have to focus on
suppression,” he said. "Our concern is the safety of the citizens of Tacoma and
to suppress this gang activity."

The fatal shooting happened in the 5500 block of East G Street, where Alrick
Hendricks, 18, was killed during a confrontation in the street Prosecutors have
charged Xavier Magana, also 18, with first-degree murder in the shooting.

The homicide had gang-related undertones, police said. The two teens had ties
to East Side gangs, at least in the past, investigators said.



In the days since, police have responded to at least five gang-related drive-by
shootings on the East Side and South End. No one has been injured, but
property was damaged and residents saddened or frightened.

Gayle Reis, a longtime East Side resident, knew Hendricks and Magana and
others who've been killed.

"I am just sad about our neighborhood," she said. "We have kids dying all the
time over here. How many of these do we have to go through?"

The spike gang violence came as the Police Department's been working to
revamp and bolster its strategic plan to fight the continued activity. Sheehan has
been retooling the plan for the past few months and hopes to incorporate other
city departments and community organizations to quell the gang activity and
prevent more youths from veering toward that lifestyle.

The extra officers in the current crackdown are working their regular shifts and
will respond to suspicious activity and help patrol officers. Sheehan wants them
to be visible on the streets.

"People should see (the presence) out there," he said.

The Police Department expects to soon receive federal grant money that will
allow officers to work overtime on curfew enforcement missions and party
patrols. Sheehan said the department also is in line for state grant money to work
on gang enforcement.

"This will give us a one-two punch,” he said. "It's going to be great to have that
money."

Sheehan is asking for the community's help, too. He wants residents to report
suspicious and criminal activity to the gang hot line at 253-594-STOP (253-594-
7867).

He doesn't want the gang outbreak to over take the East Side's crime-prevention
efforts. Earlier this year the city expanded its community-based services program
in the neighborhood. The program provides services and advise to residents
trying to clean up and fix issues in the neighborhood.

"We do not want them to take a step back,” Sheehan said. "We've got to stop
(the gang violence) and make every effort to get control of it."



MS-13 gang member's murder trial gets under
way

BY ROBERT E. KESSLER | robert.kessler@newsday.com
11:36 PM EDT, July 16, 2009

Both his own defense attorney and federal prosecutors agheesday that Josue Rubi-
Gonzalez viciously murderedGentral Islipman, Jesus Valentin, under the mistaken
impression he was a member of the Latin Kings streej.gan

And the defense attorney and federal prosecutors agreeRitbaGonzalez, now 24,
was in the rival street gang MS-13, as they startecebsnsl trial on racketeering-murde
charges in the death of Valentin in federal court int@e Islip.

But that was where the agreements ended.

Rubi-Gonzalez's attorney, Anthony La Pinta, of Hauppaudgegdabe jurors "to put
emotion aside" and see that as horrendous as the mdrditeally was, his client should
be acquitted because the crime did not meet the arf@rconviction under the federal
racketeering statute.

First, La Pinta said, MS-13 was not a racketeering emserpimed at committing crimes
but rather a kind of El Salvadorean immigrant self-defemskesocial group born out of
the poverty and lack of efficient policing in El Salvador

Next, La Pinta said that the killing of Valentin wasrhurder. It was a brutal murder, but
it was not in fulfillment of [racketeering] activitylt was not aimed at promoting Rubi-
Gonzalez within the structure of MS-13, as would be requirelér the federal
racketeering statute, La Pinta said.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Richard Donoghue and John Durhratheir turn, scoffed at
La Pinta's arguments, arguing that MS-13 is clearlyraicgal enterprise based on its
members' illegal activities and that the murder was cotathas part of the MS-13 credo
of killing members of rival gangs.

MS-13 is "a sprawling web of crime . . . an organizatiaat thrives on [crime],"
prosecutor Durham said.




The stakes in the case are especially important for-Bahralez because if he is
acquitted of responsibility for the death of Valentirfgderal court, he could not be
retried on similar charges in state court under the'stdouble jeopardy rules.

Rubi-Gonzalez is being tried for a second time in theMah death because his original
conviction in the case was thrown out by a federal dppeart in February.

The three-judge panel, including Supreme Court nonfiteea Sotomayoruled that
the testimony of the government's expert witness @etsgfangs in the case unfairly used
hearsay.

The body of the 22-year-old Valentin was found in 2003 dluffea drain pipe in a
wooded area near his Central Islip home, according to prmssc

Valentin had been "repeatedly stabbed in the stomathawknife . . . and his throat had
been cut," prosecutor Durham said.

Alleged gangsters accused of border racketeering
07/16/2009
Associated Press

A dozen alleged members of the Texas Mexican Mafia pgsmg have been accused of
murder and extortion in border communities.

The men were indicted on racketeering charges and accusedder, drug trafficking
and extorting drug dealers. The U.S. Attorney's Office mAatonio said the accused
enforced a 10 percent tax on drug dealers with robbery afehee around Del Rio and
Eagle Pass.

The indictment was unsealed Thursday after six of tfendants were arrested; the
others were already in custody.



Authorities say the Mexican Mafia began as a prison gatigei early 1980s, later
expanding through associations with street gangs on te&leut
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LOS ANGELES—Los Angeles Police Chief William Brattaays officers have arrested
19 members of one of the city's most violent gangs.

The arrests Thursday by Los Angeles and suburban Glegpolade were the result of a
10-month investigation of the Toonerville gang. After anber of the Mongols
motorcycle gang was gunned down on Interstate 210 last @c@le@dale police used a
wiretap and discovered key evidence that led to the arrests

Police say four murder suspects, four attempted-murder anlassspects and 12 drug
suspects were arrested in the early morning raid.

Police found 48 guns in one house and 63 guns in all.

27 seized in second phase of gang sweep

Arrests include 11 members of the Varrio Hawaiian Gardae®t gang, which is at the
center of a massive racketeering case dubbed Operatiohk Knac
By Ruben Vives -July 9, 2009



Federal authorities on Wednesday announced the arfdstsaadditional members of the
Varrio Hawaiian Gardens street gang, which is at theecefia massive racketeering
case dubbed Operation Knock Out.

At least 16 members and associates from other gangs wangtate and federal charges
were also taken into custody in what federal officgal&l was the second phase of the
operation. Federal agents also seized eight fireanmie than 400 rounds of
ammunition, one pound of methamphetamine and an amtiallest during raids in four
Southern California counties.

At least 90 members of the Varrio Hawaiian Gardens gaag vaken into custody in
May during a similar gang sweep that involved 1,400 local, staddeederal officers.

Charges against those gang members were outlined in sedicahents that accused
them of murder, drug trafficking, weapons trafficking, extort kidnapping and witness
intimidation. The gang was also accused of raciallyivated attacks against African
Americans. So far, 132 of 192 gang members have been ta&arustody since May,
federal authorities said.

A federal investigation of the gang began after the &tabting of L.A. County Deputy
Jerry Ortiz four years ago. Ortiz was killed by Vatdawaiian Gardens gang member
Jose Orozco, who was sentenced to death for the slaying.

"The experience of conducting the largest gang sweep inhi$t8ry has taught us the
power of law enforcement joining together to target crimamghnizations that cause so
much pain in our communities,” U.S. Atty. Thomas P. @iBsaid.

66 arrested in crackdown on transnational gangs

12:00 AM CDT on Wednesday, July 1, 2009

By DIANNE SOLIS / The Dallas Morning News
dsolis@dallasnews.com

North Texas law enforcement agencies arrested 66 gangpeneand their associates in
a six-day operation that ended Saturday night.

The crackdown is part of a 3-year-old national push by ngigration and Customs
Enforcement to target transnational gangs, ICE said Tuaés@mnouncing the arrests.
The foreign-born came from Mexico, El Salvador, Hondaras Laos.



It's the second-largest cluster of alleged gang menmadnized by ICE in North Texas
under its Operation Community Shield. Since the initiabggan in 2005, more than
13,000 gang members have been arrested, ICE said.

The arrests were made with assistance from police ageimcArlington, Dallas,
Carrollton, Fort Worth, Irving, Lewisville and Plano. TBareau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives also participated.

"It is remarkable the intel we got working with everyorsgld John Chakwin, the ICE
special agent in charge of investigations in Dallas.

Among those arrested were six gang members from the $&dvatrucha 13, considered
one of the most violent transnational gangs. Two mesntiethat gang were arrested in
Carrollton, one person in Irving, and the other threatias or Fort Worth, said ICE
spokesman Carl Rusnok.

One person, arrested in Fort Worth, was identified member of the Zetas, a gang
linked to a Mexican narcotics cartel. Another 22 gang®ewepresented among those
arrested, ICE said.

About a third of those arrested were U.S. citizens, $€iH. Fourteen of the 66 were
deemed "gang associates."



